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AP O L OG v. 


\ \/ HEN it is conſidered that the mind 


of man is naturally prone to error and 
folly, even when matured by age, and that 
the young mind is eſpectally unſuſpect- 
ing and unguarded, it will not be matter 


_ of wonder, 5 a recollection of the dan- 


gers and follies through which we have 


paſſed, and an experience of the provi- 


dence of God graciouſly diſpoſing the 


events and occurrences of life reſpecting 
one's ſelf, ſnould inſpire an ardent deſire to 
convey inſtruction and admonition to the 


volatile heart of youth, to place the 


reflector of experience before the unwary, 
and to offer the friendly hand to guide 


through the labyrinths of this changeful 


ſcene. + 
It were to be wiſhed that ſuperior 


minds and abler pens were diſpoſed to 


undertake the important taſk. 

Engaged as the author is, in 8 
education and training of the children of 
the poor, and aware that they, of all 
| ochers, moſt need the aids of friendſhip 
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(i) 
on their emancipation from the reſtraints 
of apprenticeſhip ; ; and feeling an affec- 


tionate concern, not only for thoſe under 


* 2 


his immediate care, but for the riſing ge- 


neration in general; for the well-being of 


ſociety, and the honour of religion, he 
has ventured to offer the following let- _ 


ters for their inſtruction and help. And 


he hopes the goodneſs of his views will 


be accepted as an excuſe for the imper- 


fections and defects of this humble at- 


tempt. And he hopes and truſts that 
every pious perſon into whoſe hands theſe 


letters may come, will endeavour to aid 
them in the good work for which they 
are deſigned, by fervent prayer for the 
divine bleſſing upon them. 


Although the author, in writing, had 


his views more immediately to the aſſiſt- 
ance of young perſons in the lower order 


of ſociety, he hopes, that, if peruſed with 


a ſincere deſire to derive benefit, they 


may not be unacceptable or unprofitable 


to young men who are by divine Provi- 
- dence placed in ſituations ſomewhat more 
elevated. 


THE 


THE. 


FRIENDLY MONITOR. 


LETTER 1. 


TPON entering into a new ſituation of 


life, or upon a new period of time; it is 
our duty to look back upon thoſe ſcenes 
through which we have paſſed, and to call up 


to view our conduct under the various diſ- 


penſations of divine Providence towards us. 

| The earlier part of our life is naturally di- 
vided into the ſtates of infancy, childhood and 
youth, "Through theſe you have paſled, and are 
now entering upon the middle ſtate of man- 
hood, which leads on the ceaſeleſs progreſs of 


life to declining years, and to the tottering and 


chearleſs days of enfeebled nature, bowing un- 
der the weight of increaſing infirmities ; the 
days of which we ſhall ſay, I have no en 
in them. Suppoſe yourſelf journeying from 
one place to another; and that in the courſe of 
your paſſage was an hill, from whoſe ſummit you 


could look back on the path you had trod, and 


view FRE place whence you ſet out, thrown at a 


5. remote 
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C4 
on their emancipation from the reſtraints 
of apprenticeſhip ; and feeling an affec- 


tionate concern, not only for thoſe under 


his immediate care, but for the riſing ge- 
neration in general; for the well-being of 
ſociety, and the honour of religion, he 

has ventured to offer the following let- 


ters for their inſtruction and help. And 


he hopes the goodneſs of his views will 


be accepted as an excuſe for the imper- 


fections and defects of this humble at- 


tempt. And he hopes and truſts that 


every pious perſon into whoſe hands theſe 


letters may come, will endeavour to aid 
them in the good work for which they 
are deſigned, by fervent prayer for the 
divine bleſſing upon them. 


Although the author, in writing, had 
his views more immediately to the aſſiſt- 


ance of young perſons in the lower order 
of ſociety, he hopes, that, if peruſed with 
a ſincere deſire to derive benefit, they 
0p not be unacceptable or unprofitable 


to young men who are by divine Provi- 


5 e placed in ſituations ſomewhat more 
elevated. 
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LETTER I. 


T TPON entering into a new ſituation b 
lite, or upon a new period of time; it is 1.9 
our duty to look back upon thoſe ſcenes 43.49 
through which we have paſſed, and to call up Ra 
to view our conduct under the various diſ- | 
penſations of divine Providence towards us. 
The earlier part of our life is naturally di- 1 
vided into the ſtates of infancy, childhood and 4 
youth, Through theſe you have paſſed, and are "4 
now entering upon the middle ſtate of man- 
hood, which leads on the ceaſeleſs progreſs of 
life to declining years, and to the tottering and / 
chearleſs days of enfeebled nature, bowing un- ; 
der the weight of increaſing infirmities ; the 138 
days of which we ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure ; 1 188 
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in them. Suppoſe yourſelf journeying from 
one place to another; and that in the courſe of % 19 
your paſſage was an hill, from whoſe ſummityou | 
could look back on the path you had trod, and 148 
view the place whence you ſet out, thrown at a 1 

1 „ remote 
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up your heart in thankfulneſs to God who 
has 


2 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, 
remote diſtance by your perſevering progreſs, 
and looking forward you could ſee, at a diſtance 


ſtill more remote, the goal to which you were 


urging : would it not be natural for you to re- 
member the dangers and difficulties through 


| Which you had paſſed ; the comforts, the ſup- 


ports, and the helps you had received in the 


way; and thence, draw encouragement to 


animate you in your further progreſs? Such is 


your ſituation this day, and ſuch alſo ſhould be 
| your conduct. Look back on the helpleſs ſtate 


of infancy, in which you was preſerved, ſuſtain- 
ed, and nouriſhed, by divine compaſſion, by pa- 


rental tenderneſs. Remember your years of 


childhood, which were cheriſhed and improved 


by the benevolence of the affluent ; by the 


watchful care and faithful admonitions of 
friendſhip ; and by the labours of men who 
have devoted their time and talents to provide 


a fund of inſtrudtion, for the benefit of gene- 
rations which were to ſucceed them. Re- 
view the years of your youth, which have been 


employed in acquiring an art or buſineſs by 


which, with diligence and ſobriety in the ex- 


erciſe of it, you will be enabled to procure ſuf- 
ficient means of ſubſiſtence for your future 


life. And bere pauſe, and ſay, Will you not 


erect a grateful Ebenezer? Will you not lift 


(. x 10 
. THE FRIENDLY MONITOR. 3 3% 
has done ſo much for you ?—Oh ! beware— bY | 
beware of thinking lightly of the mercies you W | 
have received. It has been ſaid, that thoſe _ If 
who will obſerve providences, ſhall have pro- _ i 
| vidences to obſerve ; thouſands have verified _ | 
: the truth of this aphoriſm by their own expe- - 8 
rience. 85 „ „ 
J You have been taught to believe that hu- 
; Ds man nature is ſo entirely depraved by the lapſe 
1 4 of our firſt parents, that it is utterly impoſ- 
i ſible for any one to do any thing which can 
N | | be meritorious in the fight of God: (for if it 
85 | were poſlible for any man to do any thing 
f | ö which could merit the favour of God, then 
* might he in juſtice demand the favour he ſo 
„ merited; and if man were at all capable of 
f — maeriting before God on any account, he might 
| | be as capable on every account ; and if that 
p il were poſſible, then he muſt be able to render 
V an unſinning and compleat obedience to the | 
NE f : law of God, and fo obtain everlaſting life and 3 
n happineſs by his own act; but before we can 8 
* ſuppoſe this, we muſt charge God with im- PA 
- perfection and folly. Imperfection in pro- by 
- pounding a law which a finite creature, unaſ- [2 
e { f ſiſted by divine power, ſhould be capable of 5 
t 4 compleatly fulfilling; and of folly in putting 
ft AF his eternal and equal fon into a ſtate of humili- * 
·o0o action, duty and ſuffering, to procure ſalvation _ 
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for ſinners, which they might, upon ſuch a plan, 
have been able efficiently and ſufficiently to 
_ procure for themſelves) ; and therefore, that 


whatever mercies we receive from him, are 
the beſtowments of ſovereign grace. Thus 
much premiſed, let me now lead you to an ex- 
amination of your preſent ſituation and future 


proſpects. 


You are this day freed from the legal re- 
ſtraints of a covenanted ſervant, and are in a 
meaſure let looſe into the world. Do you re- 


Joice in your emancipation ?—You ought to 


rejoice with trembling, Shall. I aſk you to 
bear the admonitions of friendſhip ? rather let 
me expect that you will gladly receive them, 


and in order to render them as diſtinct and ap- 


poſite as I can, I will endeavour to arrange 
them according to the various ſituations and 
changes which it may be expected you will 


meet with in life; and I earneſtly pray that 1 


may be enabled fo to write, and you ſo to read, 


as that you may derive ſolid and abiding be- 


nefit from the advice which 1 ſhall offer to 
you. 
In this dangerous moment of newly ac- 
quired ſelf-government, you will probably ſee 

every object through a falſe medium. Your 


ideas of pleaſure and enjoyment will be ex- 
travagant and untrue, You will have temp- 


i. 5 tations 
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which nothing can be gained. 


minent features. 
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tations pouring in upon you on every ſide. 
The hopes you will be ready to entertain you 


will find abortive; and the pleaſures at which 
you will graſp are deluſive. Were you treading 
the ſlippery verge of a precipice, with your 
eyes open to the dangers of your ſituation, how 


would you urge the friendly hand that upheld 
you to be faithful to its charge. On ſuch a 


verge you now tread, unconſcious of your dan- 


ger. Oh! ſpurn not the counſel of experi- 


ence and affection which may ſupport your 
inclination which. 


Yield not to the 
you may feel of relaxing from the Jabours of 
your calling, but let the firſt hour of your li- 
berty from the ſervice of your maſter, be the 
firſt hour of ſervice for yourſelf, It is wiſer to 
work for little, than to be unemployed, by 


poſe the firſt ebullitions of joy ſubſided, and well 


if they ſubſide without miſchief, Let me ſup- 
| pole you employed as a journeyman, and point 
out'to you the duties of that ſtation, with the 


temptations which will probably aſſault you in 
it. It is a duty you owe to God, to ſociety, 
and to yourſelf, to be honeſt. This duty in- 
cludes in it'a faithful obſervance of every pro- 


miſe or engagement into which you enter, in 


its minuteſt parts, as well as in its moſt pro- 
You will engage to work 
ſo many hours for ſo much money, then it be- 


B 3. 5 hoves 


Let me ſup- 
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6 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR. 
hoves you faithfully and affiduouſly to work 
during thoſe hours, to the beſt of your capa- 
city, both as to ſtrength and judgment, doing 
your ſervice as the apoſtle Paul recommends, 
Epheſ. vi. 5th to 8th. „ Servants, be obedient 
«to them that are your maſters, according to 
« the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in ſingle- 
de neſs of your heart, as unto Chriſt ; not with 
« eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers; but as the 
« ſervants of Chriſt, doing the will of God 


„e from the heart; with good will doing ſer- 


« vice, as to the Lord, and not to men: 
« knowing that whatſoever good thing any 
« man doeth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the 
« Lord, whether he be bond or free.” The 
reputation and proſperity of your employer, and 
conſequently his peace of mind, are in a great 


meaſure put within your power, Act, there- 


fore, as one who mult hereafter give an account. 
But remember alſo, you have a portion of time 
which God has ſet apart for his ſervice; and 


I intreat you, as you value his bleſſing, let not 
any conſideration whatever induce you to de- 


vote that time to worldly buſineſs, which the 


Lord God of heaven and earth has commanded 
to be employed ſolely in his ſervice, Remem- 
ber the fourth commandment. Remember 


the ſabbath day to keep it holy—in it thou 


ſhalt not do any work. Remember the gra- 
cious eee which 1s made to thoſe who 


| keep 


THE. FRIENDLY MONITOR. 5. 


| keep holy the ſabbath day. Ifaiah Iviii. 13th 
and 14th, « If thou turn away thy foot from 
<« the ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on my 


« holy day; and call the ſabbath a delight, 
ee the holy of the Lord, honourable ; and ſhalt 
ce honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
“ finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 


„ thine own words: then ſhalt thou delight 
e thyſelf in the Lord; and I will cauſe thee 


eto ride upon the high places of the earth, 
ce and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 


ee father : for the mouth of the: Lord hath ſpo- 


« ken it.” Hence you ſee, that. you are not 
only, not to work on the Lord's day, but you 
are alſo to refrain from the purſuit of worldly 
pleaſure. You may be tempted to think, that 

as you work hard fix days, a pleaſant walk, 
freſh air, and amuſing recreation are neceſſary 
for tie body. And will you, for the gratifica- 
tion of ſenſe, ſtarve your immortal ſoul ; denyit 
the precious food of the Goſpel, and riſł eternal 
miſery? God forbid, —You may be ſtrongly 


| tempted to work on the Lord's day; intereſt 


may urge; the fear of diſmiſſion from your em- 
ployment, if you refuſe to do ſo, upon what 
may be called urgent occaſions, may preſs you 
hard; the fear of reproach for ſingularity may 


- goad you, but ſee thou do it not.—-God, 
who commands your obedience, can ſtrengthen 


B4 | you 
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8 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, 
you for the performance of it, and will bleſs 
you in the exerciſe of it. In the account which 
you muſt render in the great and final day, 
nothing will be accepted as an excuſe for the 
breach of any command: no palliative will 
ſoften the rigour of that judgment which the 
Lord will pour upon every evil work, and 
upon all the workers of iniquity in that day. 
As it is your duty to devote the hours which 
you have agreed to work faithfully to the be- 
nefit of your employer, ſo it is likewiſe your 
incumbent duty to exerciſe a ſtrict ceconomy 
in the uſe of the materials upon which you 
work, neither to waſte them by negligence or 
carelefineſs, nor to embezzle the ſmalleſt par- 
ticle of them. It is as certainly diſhoneſt to 
ſteal a pin as to ſteal a pound. 
Vou are now come into the receipt of 
money; I recommend to you, when you are 
about to receive your wages at the end of the 
week, to bear theſe four important words upon 
your memory, Food—Cloathing—Lodging— 
Sickneſs— And thus comment upon them. 
My food for the enſuing week will coſt 
lodging ———— waſhing — to be 
laid by as a ſtock for the purchaſe of cloathing 
— —— to be laid by as a fund for ſupport in 
| Caſe. of ſickneſs ————— which amount to- 
gether to —— being what I have received for 
i: e 


. THE FRIENDLY MONITOR. -9. | 
5 2 the laſt week's work. When you firſt become 4 
"= poſſeſſed of money it will very probable deceive i 
= | = you, becauſe you will, if you are not very 1 
A conſiderate, be led to ſuppoſe that it will be . IR 
1 F more than ſufficient for your neceſſary oc- 4 4 
e f caſions. If you are led into ſuch a falſe way of 4 
id _ thinking, fairly try the experiment for a few ' 32 A 
* months. Let all your neceſſary expences be -1 9 # 
= To regularly paid. Preſerve inviolate the portion £ 1 
e- which you lay by for cloathing and ſickneſs, . 4 * 
ur and then ſee what your ſurplus will amount to, "= 7 
ay and if you have a ſurplus it will be your | 1 
du - wiſdom and your intereſt to lay it by, and not | 14%. 


to ſquander it in folly or exceſs. — The neceſ- | 
5 l ſaries of life may be dearer then they now are: 
to 5 and ſuch a fund faithfully preſerved may be a 
comfortable reſource at ſuch a ſeaſon. Above |, {Ri 
EE nn debt the man in debt is ever | «| 1 
are poor; and muſt neceſſarily be ſo for many rea- 3 4 | 
ſons; and every reaſon which infers his pon | 1 9 
A verty, ſhould be a motive to induce you to | ' ff 
_— avoid his practice. Conſider that when you | 1 
175 go to buy upon credit, you are not at liberty — 61 
3 | either properly to eſtimate the value of the ar- | Il 
be | ticle you take, or to object to the price affixed | [of 
ing to it; and as advantages are generally taken | 108 
= Wa | pby the ſeller, againſt the buyer upon truſt, you "= 
FR will in general, perhaps always, in that caſe ! 1 
** | be charged more for the commodities you | 18 
the e Bs need, |. 1158 
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need, than if you go to market with money in 


your hand,——If you go to market with money 


you may cheapen, which you will not have 
confidence to attempt if you go on truſt. - The 


man who runs habitually into debt, deſtroys 


his reputation. In the kindeſt eſtimation he is 


an object of pity; but in more general eſti- 


mation he is an object of contempt. Conſider 
alſo, that peace of mind muſt be a ſtranger to 


the man whoſe citcumſtances are embarraſled. 
Man cannot endure reproach with tranquillity : 


and if to the reproach of the world, you add 
the reproaches of your own heart, your fitua- 
tion muſt be wretched; from feelings thus 
agitated and diſturbed from without and from 
within, there will grow an unfitneſs for labour; 
the exertions of genius will be impeded; the 


ſtrength of your body will be infeebled, and ſo 
you will, by being rendered incapable of per- 


forming a portion of work adequate to the 
time you employ in it, leſſen the means of re- 
moving ſuch a burthen, and perhaps fix it upon 


yourſelf for life. In order then to avoid this 
calamity, deny yourſelf at firſt, It is far leſs 


difficult to begin with moderation than to re- 
trench: a little exertion may properly curb 


your outſet; but even ſtrenuous exertions may 
be ineffectual to break through an habit of 8 


© fuſion or careleſſneſs. 
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© THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, I 
As you will now have a certain part of every 


day, which, in the vulgar phraſe, you may 
call your own, particularly on evenings, there 


are two temptations which may particularly. 


aſſault you at thoſe ſeaſons, and they are, the 
company of lewd women and the ale-houſe— 


againſt theſe I recommend you to arm your- 
ſelf from the Scriptures of truth.—Of the 
firſt, Solomon ſays, Proverbs xxxi, and 3. 
„Give not thy ſtrength unto women,” and 
the 7th chap. of the ſame book, from the 


4th verſe to the end, is an ample deſcription 
of, and powerful dehortation from the wicked- 


neſs of ſuch connections. Nor are we without 
awful proof of the truth of the wiſe man's aſ- 
ſertion to the preſent day—the warnings which 
are held out, from month to month, in the ex- 


ecution of criminals in this city, the majority. 


of whom date their firſt ſtep in the road to ruin 
from their firſt intercourſe with proſtitutes, are 
melancholy proofs that the ſame cauſes will 


generally produce the ſame effects; and are 


dreadful examples of the miſeries deſcribed in 
the laſt cited paſſage as conſequent to ſuch at- 


tachments. You muſt reſiſt with heroiſm the 
growing paſſions of ripening manhood, or fink 

with infamy under their baneful controul. 
Perhaps ſome ſpecious wretch, ſome ſmooth 
tongued viper may tell you, that as you are 
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12 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR» 
now come to act for yourſelf, you ſhould get 
acquaintance, and unbend the mind from la- 


bour; that there can be no harm in taking a 
pint of beer at a public-houſe after the buſineſs 
of the day, and that there you will meet with 


ſomewhat to divert you. Let us ſtate the caſe 
and weigh its merits That relaxation is plea- 
fant and needful I readily allow. But of what 
ſort muſt it be to be beneficial ?=—]t muſt be 


rational and moderate, — The beſt in my eſti- 


mation is the intercourſes of friendſhip, the 
ſweet unbending of the mind in ſocial converſe, 
hid from the buſy world by rural nature or the 
domeſtic roof,—But where is friendſhip to be 
ſought; and what is it ?—It is a generous 


' mingling of hearts and intereſts, a mutual ſo- 


licitude for each other's welfare, an exertion 
of every faculty, of every power, and of every 
wiſh for the proſperity, honour and happineſs 

of the man, on whom I fix the dignified ap- 


pellation of friend; and an unwavering confi- 
dence in him for the exerciſe of the ſame prin- 


ciples in my behalf, and it grows in the tran- 
quil ſcenes of domeſtic retirement. If you 
ſeek it in the ſcenes of promiſcuous intercourſe, 
of intemperate indulgence, of idleneſs and de- 


bauchery, of riot and miſrule, you will ſeek in 


vain; it is a plant too delicate for ſuch ungen- 
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THE FRIENDLY MONITOR IF 


a little to the public-houſe, in order to acquire 


a knowledge of general opinions upon general 


topics, and as I know my heart is good, and I 
am warned of the danger, I ſhall no doubt ſteer 
clear of the rocks on which others have ſplit. 


1 have been accuſtomed to temperance and- 


fobriety, and I ſhall not eafily be led to break 
through habits which are fixed by the uniform 


conduct of my life. Bunyan aptly calls the 


Bible a looking glaſs—come, conſult it—Pfalm 


Ixiv. and 6. © the heart is deep—Proverbs vi. 


« and 18. An heart that deviſeth wicked ima» 


« ginations - Proverbs xxii. and 15. fooliſh- 
„ nefs is bound in the heart of a child Pro- 
„ verbs xxviii. and 26. He that truſteth in his 


« own heart is a fool—Eccleſiaſtes viii. and 
«< 11. the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet 
« in them to do evil Eccleſiaſtes ix. and 3. 


« alſo the heart of the ſons of men is full of 
e evil, and madneſs is in their hearts while 
« they live —Iſaiah xliv. and 20. a deceived 


tt heart hath turned him aſide — Jeremiah xvii. 
« and 9. the heart is deceitful above all things, 


and deſperately wicked--Matthew xv. and 18 


ce and 19. but thoſe things which proceed out 
cc of the mouth come forth from the heart; and 
« they defile the man: for out of the heart pro- 
ce ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 
0 W _ enen, blaſphemies 
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14 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, 
« Mark vii. and 21 and 22. for from within, 
te out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, 
cc adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
« covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, laſciviouſ- 
« neſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſh- 
„ neſs.” — What think you now of your heart ? 
—this i is its portrait drawn by the pen of inſpi- 
ration: and all this will you and I evidence to 
be in our hearts, by our practice, if the grace of 
God does not reſtrain,—Oh |! ſtand firm, in re- 
| liance on the grace and power of God, againſt 
every temptation to indulgence. If you yield to 
their force, you will perhaps lament your folly 
to all eternity. If you triumph over them, you 
will enjoy the inexpreſſible pleaſure of an ap- 
proving conſcience. To what do theſe tem- 
tations lead; and in what do they end ?—In. 
dulgence leads on imperceptibly to intemper- 
ance, that incites to debauchery, riot, robbery, 
murder, and every foul exceſs—But I reſerve 
the conſideration of this ſubject to another 
Epiſtle, and I earneſtly pray the God of all 
grace that he will guide your ſteps; and I 
commit you to the love and care of Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is able to keep us from falling, and 
to preſent us faultleſs before the throne of his 


glory with exceeding joy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER UI. 


1 \ ] E are now to inveſtigate the nature, 


force and tendency of thoſe temptations 


of which I warned you in my firſt letter, and 


in order to do fo I will ſtate a caſe or two in 
point—Eugenio was a youth lovely for his 


virtues, and poſſeſſing every amiable qualifica- 


tion which could juſtify the fondeſt hopes and 
expectations of his admiring friends. He came 
out of his apprenticeſhip, which he had ferved 


in the moſt examplary manner, applauded and 


beloved. But ah! heedleſs in unſuſpecting in- 
nocence, he yields to the natural impulſe of 
curioſity, which is awakened by the novelty of 


ſelf command; he runs into promiſcuous com- 


pany to learn the manners and ſentiments of 
the world; he viſits houſes of public reſort, 
and indulges moderately for a little time in 
the uſe of liquors, to which he has not been 


accuſtomed, not aware of the wonderful tex- 


ture of the human frame, which is ſuch, that 


a very ſmall quantity of any ſpirituous or vinous 
fluid, to which the ſtomach is not accuſtomed, 
will produce a ſurpriſing effect upon the ani- 


mal ſpirits; and thence by natural conſequence 
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converſation is entertaining, hours are forgot- 
ten, and in the ſimplicity of his heart, he 
Wonders that all who have it in their power, 
do not enjoy themſelves with the ſame pru- 
dence and management which he fondly flatters 
himſelf he is uſing. He refolves—Oh ! fatal 
reſolution that he will not be debarred from 
thoſe innocent pleaſures. He returns evening 
after evening, drinks deeper of the pernicious 
draught; the curb is dropt from the hand of 
enfeebled reaſon; paſſion rides paramount with 0 
flackened reins; he becomes an eaſy prey to the 

artful lures of an abandoned proſtitute, and in 
one unhappy moment ſurrenders health of body, 
peace of mind, the ſolaces of conſcious virtue 
and integrity, deſtroys the fond, fond hopes of 

the parental heart, and draws down the male- 
diction of heaven upon his hapleſs head. DO 
you fay this is a picture of too ſtrong colour- 

ing for nature, and is ſeldom realized ?—I tell 
you truly, it is lamentably frequent. See to it, 
that you do not try the experiment, TI admit 
that exceſs in liquors does not always lead to 

riot, phrenzy, and violence; but ſee its other 

conſequences in the character of Acaſto, and 
ſay if there be any thing deſireable in his ſitua- 
tion. He, like Eugenio, ſerved his apprentice- 
ſhip with comfort and reputation, nor was his 
character marked by any vicious W 
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THE FRIENDLY MONITOR. 17 


He went on, with order and ſobriety in the 


ſituation of a journeyman for a conſiderable | 
time. It happened that the journeymen of his 
buſineſs, after having conſulted together as a 


body, refuſed: to work any longer without an 


advance of wages : the maſters reſiſted; the 
journeymen were unemployed; they reſorted 
to public-houſes to concert their meaſures, and 
to ſoothe their diſappointments; and there this 
unhappy young man contracted an irreclaim- 
able habit of drinking, fo that he is now never 
ſober while he has a penny to ſpend ; and when 


| ſober, from inability to procure liquor, he is ſo 


ſtupid, liſtleſs and enfeebled, that he is unable 
to do half as much work as a ſober man, or to 
do that little well; the natural conſequence of 
vymhich is want and extreme wretchedneſs, the 
loſs of reputation and of friends, and the foul 
impriſoned, as it were in a loathſome dungeon, 
beyond the reach of the ſweet ſound of the goſpel. 
of ſalvation. Oh! youth, as you value your 
comfort, as you value a capacity for enjoying the 
benefits and privileges which ſurround you, as 
you value the delightful intercourſes of friend- 
ſhip, as you value reputation, health, and eaſe, as 
you value the everlaſting welfare of your immor- 
tal ſou]; I charge you, reſiſt every temptation to 
arunkenneſs. See what the pen of inſpiration 


ſays, 
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ſays, Hoſea iv. and 11. Whoredom and wine 
e take away the heart.” Under the Moſaic diſ- 
penſion it appears to have been held in utter de- 


teſtation. The parents of a drunkard are com- 
manded, Deuteronomy xxi. 19, 20, and 21. to 


« Jay hold on him and bring him out unto the 


2 Elders of his city, and unto the gate of his 


“e place, and they ſhall ſay unto the Elders of 
« his city, this our ſon is ſtubborn and rebel. 
6c lious, he will not obey our voice; he is a 


« glutton, and a drunkard; and all the men of 


« his city ſhall ſtone him with ſtones, that he 
« die“ The Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of drunkards 


under the baſe character of revilers and ſcof- 


fers, Pſalm Ixix. and 12.“ J was the ſong of 


„ the drunkards.” At this time David was un- 


der aMiCtion, and in ſuch caſe no virtuous man 
could have ſo treated him Solomon declares 


the iſſue of this practice, Proverbs xxiii. and 


21. * for the drunkard and the glutton ſhall. 


& come to poverty.” The Lord threatens to 


inflict drunkenneſs as a mark of contempt, 


Jeremiah li. and 57. „ I will make drunk her 


« princes, and her wiſe men, her captains and 
« her rulers, and her mighty men: and they 


„ ſhall ſleep a perpetual fleep and not wake” — 


The prophet Daniel ſpeaks of drinking as in- 
citing to folly, idolatry and impiety; Daniel v. 
2 55 
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and 4th, « They drank wine, and praiſed 


the gods of gold, and of ſilver, and of braſs, 


« and of iron, of wood, and of ſtone.** The 


apoſtle Paul perſuades, the Corinthians to have 


no fellowſhip with a drunkard. Firſt Corin- 
thians, v. and 11th. “ But now I have writ- 
© ten unto you not to keep company, if any 
« man that is called a brother be a fornicator, 


6 or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
e Jrunkard—with ſuch an one, no not to eat,” 
The ſame apoſtle forbids it to the Epheſians, 
chapter v. and 18.—“ Be not drunk with 


« wine, wherein is exceſs.“ 
Perhaps of all the ſinners in the world, there 


is leaſt hope of the ſalvation of a drunkard, be- 
cauſe he never has the true uſe of his faculties: 


when intoxicated he is furiouſly or idiotically 


mad, and when ſober he is loſt in incertitude 
and ſtupidity, And the apoſtle Paul poſitively 


declares, Firſt of Corinthians vi. and oth, that 
no drunkard ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 


A= Are you tempted ? and do you want ſtrength 
to 1efiſt ? Oh! fly to Jeſus Chriſt, he knows 


how to ſuccour thoſe who are tempted—wreſtle 
in prayer for the bleſſing, believe on him and 


truſt in him; and ſo doing, you ſhall prevail 
over this, and over every temptation. If you 
wiſh not to be chargeable with an obſtinate de- 
reliction of momentous truth, ſee to it that you 

reject 
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20 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, 


| reject not this counſel. The Almighty gene- 


rally puniſhes vice and extravagance, by mak- 
ing diſeaſe and poverty their natural conſe- 
quence ; and by inſeparably connecting ſin 
and ſuffering, exhibits to his creatures a wiſe 
conſtitution of providence. And it is a maxim 
atteſted by general experience, that a vicious 


life muſt be a ſhort one. 3 3 
When you firſt feel an inclination or incite- 


ment to any new courſe, turn inward, and care- 
fully examine your conſcience, let it ſpeak, it 
will be faithful, Do you feel a deſire to do 
any thing which you would hide from the eye 


of friendſhip ?—be ſure tis wrong, for it is 
the nature of ſin and folly to render you impa- 


tient of reſtraint, and to induce you to fly from 


the eye of benevolence and wiſdom, which 


would inſpire caution and reverence. While 


you ſet a watchful guard upon your conduct, 


let it alſo be habitually open ; a conſciouſneſs 


of your conduct being expoſed to obſervation 


is a ſource of ſecurity, and an habitual willing 


neſs to ſubmit the whole of your deportment 


to the cognizance and ſcrutiny of friendſhip, is 
a good evidence of the rectitude of your inten- 


tions. But oh! remember, that whether you 
are willing or not, every part of your conduct 


is open to the ſcrutiny of the all- pervading eye 
of your 9 Judge, and that in the 


great 
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great day of general retribution, your conduct 
will be expoſed in all its parts to the eyes of 
the aſſembled univerſe. Do you feel the pain- 


ful ſuffuſions of ſhame at the expoſure of your 2M 3 ö 4 14 


conduct to the eye of a fellow creature? how 
will you bear the indignant lightning of that 
eye which will ſtrike agonizing conviction into 
the heart of every impenitent ſinner? Do you 
fear the reproach of man P how will you 
bear up under the reproaches of your Maker 
and Judge? — Does your nature recoil from 
pain and anguiſh now ?—how will you dwell 
with everlaſting burning? 
I have warned you againſt promiſcuous 
company and indiſcriminate attachments: 1 
have recommended to you the intercourſes of 
friendſhip properly choſen; and I would now 
introduce to your conſtant regard a friend, 
who is able to counſel in every ſeaſon, who is 
an accurate cenſor, a faithful monitor, and if 
kindly entertained, a pleaſant companion—] 
mean your laſt hour. Do you aſk, ſhall Jever 


be ruminating on theſe diſmal ſcenes ? muſt I a 
continually entertain the proſpect of the tear- + 
ſtained pillow and the bed of pain, the ſad ww 


and unavailing ſolicitude of relatives and 
friends; the clofing eyelid and departing 
groan? Yes, bring them home, and lodge 
them in your boſom : they'll well repay you 
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for their entertainment; they are not of the 
ſportive train, *tis true, but they are ſerenely 
wiſe and eminent for counſel. . Oh ! hear their 
voice, they'll plead your cauſe againſt the vices 
and the follies of life, and, if you but conſent, 
bring you off victorious over every flattering 
deceit of time. Fear not to look at ſorrows in 
advance, they generally appear in inverted per- 
ſpective : bring them near, and we find after 
the firſt ſhort paroxyſm, they leſſen in magnitude 
and force. Meet your trials with a promiſe 
in each hand. The Second Corinthians xii. 
and 9“ My grace is ſufficient for thee;” in 
one, and the 33d of Duteronomy, 25th verſe — 
« as thy days, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be,” in the 
other, and fear them not. 
The ſcriptures of eternal truth have been 
handed down from age to age for the conſola- 
tion of the afflicted, tried and tempted ſouls : 
the manifeſt hand of God in preſerving them 
through ſo great a lapſe of time, againſt every 
attempt that has been made to deftroy them, 
is no inconſiderable evidence of their truth and 
divine authority; and the application of them 
to the ſoul, by the influences of the holy ſpirit, 
and the witneſſing of the ſpirit of grace in the 
' ſoul of the chriſtian, is an irrefragable proof of 
their authenticity and purity. And unleſs you 
believe them to be the word of God, without 
9 „„ „ 
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any doubt or reſervation, you need not expect 
to derive comfort and ſupport from them. 1 


pray that you may be enabled to believe to the 


ſaving of your ſoul; that you may be enabled 


conſtantly to follow their directions, and that 


you may be led by them, and by the ſpirit of 
grace, to an humble, penitential acknowledg- 
ment of your own unworthineſs and inſuffici- 
ency; and to rely firmly, wholly, and habitu- 
ally on Jeſus Chriſt, for grace and ſtrength to 
help you in every time of need, in every ſeaſon | 
of temptation and trial. | 


LETTER III. 


As it wil be your wiſdom and W ned te to 


avoid the more promiſcuous and mingled com- 


panies of the alehouſe, among whom riot and 
exceſs are miſtaken for enjoyment; and pro- 


fanation, curſing, and blaſphemy for embelliſh- 
ment of manners; I adviſe you alſo to avoid 
the more ſelect, though perhaps not leſs vicious 
aſſociations called clubs. I believe, that al- 


though in them, wickedneſs does not aſſume 
quite ſo imperious an air, nor carry her creſt 


with ſuch audacious publicity as among the 
| former, 
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former, yet *tis dangerous, very dangerous 
ground. As the man who injures under the 
maſk of friendſhip, wounds moſt deeply, fo the 
| temptation which advances with a ſpecious | 
maſk, may fink us deeper into ruin than a more 
open attack. I mean not to ſay that clubs 
are univerſally wicked and dangerous, or that 
they are indiſcriminately ſo. I believe it poſ- 
ſible to attend upon a club, under ſome cir- 
cumſtances, and on ſome occaſions, without 
committing fin, or ſuffering injury, but I think 
it only poſſible. The - purpoſes of clubs are 
variouſly ſtated - ſome are avowedly political, 
others profeſſedly beneficial, and others ac- 
knowledge themſelves to be aſſociated for the 
ſole purpoſe of what they call joyous feſtivity 
and innocent indulgence. To the firſt of 
theſe refort men who pretend to more wiſdom, 
virtue and integrity, than the men who compoſe 
the adminiſtration of the country for the time 
being, at whoſe meaſures they rail; whoſe 
miſtakes they magnify to the public eye; and 
whoſe virtues, wiſdom and ſucceſs, they induſtri- 


. - ouſlydarken and conceal. In theſe ſocieties are 


found thoſe who are diſcontented with their ſhare 
of public importance, or private property, and 
who are offended that they are not introduced 
to places of public truſt and large emolument ; 
and who are aſfiduouſly employed in exciting 
ES = fermen- 


n 
1 
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| fermentation, diſaffection, and tumult in the 
public mind, hoping thereby to throw down 


thoſe who are raiſed to important ſtations, and 
to fill themſelves the ſeats ſo W by 


their artifices. 


It is proper you ſhould know ſomewhat of 
the government under which you live, and 
whoſe laws you are bound to obey, Itis com- 
poſed of three parts, which are the King, Lords 


and Commons,—The King is the ſupreme 


executive branch, who has certain immunities, 
privileges and prerogatives annexed to his of- 
fice, beyond which he cannot go, without a 

breach of the line drawn by the conſtitution as 
a boundary to his power, and for the preſer- 
vation of which, the other two branches of 


the government ought to be watchful and vi- 


gilant, The ſecond branch, the Houſe of Lords, 
is compoſed of the princes of the blood royal, 
of men of anciently dignified families, and of 
thoſe on whom the King chuſes to confer the 
honour of nobility : and their conſent is neceſ- 
ſary towards the making of all laws. The 
third branch is the Houſe of Commons, con- 


fiſting of 513 men, who are choſen to repreſent 


the whole nation, and who are ſuppoſed to be 
the voice of its will; they are not a repreſen- 


tation of the nation individually, or as to num- 
bers, but rather a repreſentation of the pro- 


perty 
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perty and principal intereſts of the nation. 
With them all taxes originate; by them all 
money for the ſupport of government, the 
army, navy, &c. is granted; and they have a 
negative in the paſſing of all bills. This 
houſe is generally divided in its opinions upon 
the meaſures neceſſary to be purſued, one part 
ſupporting the meaſures of the miniſters of go- 
vernment, the other part oppoſing them; and 
thence the latter are generally called the oppo- 
ſition party; the ſubjects are diſcuſſed, and a 
majority decides for or againſt. Every oppoſi- 
ſition which is made to the meaſures of go- 
vernment is profeſſedly dictated by the moſt 
pure and liberal ſentiments, from the cleareſt 
conviction, and avowedly for the ſole purpoſe 
of national benefit. But there is not always 
that candour of ſentiment, that moderation of 
language, and that freedom from perſonal in- 
vective in their debates, which might be reaſon- 
ably expected, as the evidence of the fair in- 
tentions by which thoſe of the oppoſition pro- 
feſs to be governed. In this land of rational 
liberty, every man is allowed to think for him- 
ſelf, and under wholeſome reſtrictions to ſpeak 
his ſentiments. And it appears to me to be 
the prevailing folly of the preſent day, in all 
Tanks: and deſcriptions of men, to ſet up for 
| nn on the conduct | of government, — 
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Were the middle and lower claſſes of men to 
be leſs attentive to the conduct of thoſe above 
them, and more duly and ſoberly obſervant of 
their own, the burthens of which they complain 
would not be ſo much felt; their families 
would be more comfortably ſupplied, and them- 


ſelves abundantly more at eaſe, If we admit 
the government of the univerſe, under the ma- 
nagement of infinite wiſdom, to be beautifully 


and beneficially arranged and rightly conducted: 
If the governor of nature has allotted various 
plants and animals to various ſoils and cli- 
mates, and all of them endued with proper- 
ties, powers, and capacities ſuited to the ſitua- 
tions in which they are placed, why ſhould we 
think it ſtrange that the ſame infinite wiſdom 


has endued the different orders of men with 


various ſentiments and unequal powers of 


mind Lond think, in a qualified ſenſe, this is cer- - 


tainly the caſe: and this admitted, what is 
your duty in the humble ſituation in which in- 


finite wiſdom and goodneſs has placed you! | 
The apoſtle Paul, under the influence of divine 
' inſpiration, directs, Romans 13th chapter, to 


the end of the 7th verſe— Let every ſoul be 
« ſubject unto the higher powers, for there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be 


© are ordained of God; whoſoever therefore 
E reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 
„„ God, 
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f « God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
©& themſelves damnation. For rulers are not a 


« terror to good works but to the evil: wilt 


< thou then not be afraid of the power? do 
te that which is good, and thou ſhalt have 


« praiſe of the ſame, for he is the miniſter of 


God to thee for good. But if. thou do 


« that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 


not the ſword in vain : for he is the miniſter 
© of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye muſt 


ce needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but alſo 


for conſcience ſake. For this cauſe pay ye 


ce tribute alſo, for they are God's miniſters, 


< attending continually upon this very thing. 


« Render therefore to all their dues, tribute to 


sc whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſ- 
s tom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
< honour,” We are alſo by the ſame apoſtle 
exhorted to evidence our loyal and dutiful at- 
tachment to the conſtituted authorities of our 
country, by ſeeking bleſſings for them at the 
throne of divine grace. Firſt of Timothy, 1, 
2, and 3.—“ I exhort, therefore, that, firſt of 
Io all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and 
« giving of thanks, be made for all men; for 
Kings, and for all that are in authority, that 


« we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 


« — and honeſty ; ; for this is good and 


"M accept- 
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acceptable in the ſight of God our ſaviour.” 


And ſurely, men who are called to the diſ- 
charge of ſuch momentous duties, and to the 
guardianſhip of our moſt important intereſts of 


à temporal nature, ſhould receive from us 


every aid that perſonal obedience, affectionate 
loyalty, and fervent ſupplication can beſtow or 
procure, And I believe no king ever had a 


fairer claim to theſe ſervices, than the good 
king who now ſways the ſceptre of theſe realms. 


The apoftle adviſes againſt pride and ſelf con- 
ceit in the 12 chapter of the ſame epiſtle, at 


the 3d verſe—* For I ſay, through the grace 
« given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himſelf more highly 
© than he ought to think, but to think ſoberly.“ 


Surely at no time can this advice be more ſuit- 


able, than at this moment of your acceſſion. to 


a new meaſure of ſelf-command. 

The fervor of the mind, when firſt the curb 
of guardianſhip is taken off, may lead to dan- 
gerous exceſs, if you reject the counſel of 
thoſe who are wiſer than you poſſibly can be. 


The dark inſidious agitators of popular tu- 
mults ſeldom ſtand forward, or avow themſelves 
the authors of the miſchiefs they cauſe. They 


raiſe diflatisfaction in the minds of the middle 
and lower claſſes of men by baſe and unjuſt 
inſinuations, * artful compariſons, and ſpe 
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cious and deluſive hopes; theſe are induſtri- 


ouſly diffuſed by agents, diabolical as the in- 
ſtigators; and when hundreds, perhaps thou- 
fands of unhappy men have ſwallowed the poi- 
ſoned lure, and are thereby excited to unlaw- 
ful meaſures, for the redreſs of grievances 


Which are perhaps brought on them by the 
ſpecial and ſovereign hand of Providence; or 
by a chain of moral cauſes, which all the vir- 


tues and prudence of all the governments in 


the world could not have prevented: when 


the thoughtleſs and deluded multitude are hur- 
ried on to acts of riot, tumult, and diſloyalty, 
then the energy of the government which they 


would deſtroy is put forth; the wiſdom, vir- 


tue; courage, and prudence of the ſober and 
thinking part of the community, flows in to its 
ſupport; the unhappy delinquents are over- 
whelmed in unexpected and irremediable ruin, 
and their lives are ſacrificed to the violated 


laws of their country. This ſentiment has 


been confirmed in many inſtances in this 


country, and awfully ſo in the memorable 


riots of the year 1780. I warn you moſt ſo- 


lemnly never to ſuffer yourſelf to become a 


party in a mob, no nor even a ſpeQator ; for 


in that caſe only you may, from the unexpected 


impulſe of a moment, or from a ſituation of 


1 perſonal danger, be led to do ſomewhat which 


may 


hur- 
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may be, or be conſtrued into, an act of treaſon, 


and involve you in all the horrors and miſeries 


of the wilfully delinquent. Let your mind 
be ſettled into a peaceable ſubmiſſion to the 
laws and government of your country, and if 
your burthens are great, go to God for in- 


ereaſing ſtrength to ſupport you under them. 
As a Briton, living under the beſt government 
in the world, it will be your honour, as it is 


your duty, and ſhould be your pride, to be 
peaceful and loyal. And as a follower of Jeſus 


Chriſt, you ſhould not be found among the 


number of thoſe who are ſetting themſelves 


' againſt the conſtituted authorities of their 


country. I heſitate not to ſay, that, in my 
opinion, a profeſſor of the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, cannot be juſtified in oppoſing the 


worſt civil government that was ever known, 


or can poſſibly exiſt; how then the followers 
of Jeſus can reconcile to their conſciences, the 
diſaffection which ſome of them ſhew to the 


mild and gentle, the liberal and juſt govern- 


ment of this country, I e I cannot con- 


ceive. 


Of the ſecond fort of clade; which are £74 


led benefit clubs, I recommend you to keep 
clear; there is much temptation in them to 


drinking; they are liable to lead the un- 
| mind to too a great dependance on 
Not C 4 | the 5 
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the aid to be received from them; ; the articles 
by which they profeſs to be guided are fre- 
quently evaded ; the relief they beſtow. is ſome- 
times partially adminiſtered; the loſs of time, 
fatigue and danger attending the office of ſtew- 
ard in them is great; and which muſt be ſerv- 
ed in rotation, or a fine paid as a ſubſtitute for 
the ſervice. And, upon the whole, I think 
that a ſober, induſtrious, careful man will not 
profit by a connection with them in wy way 

| 8 . 
After what I have faid | in my ſocond, letter, 
I hope I need not uſe any argument to diſ- 
ſuade you from becoming a member of the 
third fort of clubs mentioned. To be ſur- 
priſed into ſin, or enticed into folly is lamen- 
table; but to make ſin and folly the avowed 
buſineſs of a day, is an extreme of depravity 
at which every principle of virtue and modeſty 
recoils. Vet ſuch is the general buſineſs of 
the j joyous ſpit its who conſtitute feſtive clubs. 
Rioting in debauchery and exceſs, profuſely 
ſquandering the good things of Providence, 
giving a looſe to every appetite and every paſ- 
ſion, they ſink into a ſtate of mutilated exiſt- 
ence, leſs noble than a reptile or a mite. 
It is a maxim which the experience of 
every age has confirmed, that the manners and 
badits of thoſe wich 1 we aſſociate grow 
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inſenſibly upon us. 


your companions ? Do you fear the deſpicable 
character of a drunkard? do not aſſociate 


with them. Do you recoil at the name of 


traitor ? avoid the company of thoſe who ex- 


preſs diflatisfation at government. Do you 
wiſh for reputation and reſpectability in your 


ſation ? let your aſſociates be choſen among 


thoſe who enjoy theſe honourable diſtin&ions ; 
and copy the manners and conduct which have 
procured them. There is but one avenue to 
true happineſs, and that is by the way of holi- 
neſs. Read frequently the firſt Pſalm, and I 
pray that you may be enabled through grace 


to follow the counſel therein contained, that 
fo you may obtain the bleſling therein pro- 


miſed. Remember alſo that ſolemn declara- 


tion of the prophet | Iſaiah, 57 and 21— 


There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the 


'G ' wicked.” 


* 
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This being admitted, 
with how much caution ſhould you ſelect 
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LETTER IV. 


FT i is an important warning * admonition 
which the apoſtle Peter gives in his firſt 


general epiſtle, chap. 4, and 9—* The end of 
„all things is at hand: be ye therefore ſober, 


« and watch unto prayer.” If the apoſtle 


could ſay, more than ſeventeen hundred years 


ago, the end of all things is at hand, ſurely we 
have good reaſon to believe that it is even at 
our door. And although with you it is, as it 
were, the beginning of days, you have no ſe- 
curity that you ſhall open your eyes to the re- 
turning light of the morrow. Be ſober there= 
fore and watch—watch now, watch over every 
minute of your life; watch over every action 
of your hands, every word of your mouth, 
every thought of your heart, The enemy of 


your ſoul is watchful and vigilant againſt. you; 


and ſure I am, there is no time when we are 


more open to his attacks, than when the mind 


is given up to the workings of diſcontent and 


fretfulneſs. The admonition of the apoſtle 


to the Hebrews, chap. 13, and 5—« Be con- 
“ tent with ſuch things as ye have,” ſhould 


+ be laid with cordiality upon our hearts, *tis a 
5 praice that will ſweeten N temporal ac- 


ceſſion | 


* 
— 
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ceſſion, and blunt the edge of every ben 55 


pointment. 
Has infinite goodneſs denied you the riches 


and honours of this world? they are denied in 
mercy. Go look into your bible: and if you 
are an humble believer in Jeſus, there is a con- 
| veyance of nes riches and honour, laid up 


in reſerve for you. A crown of righteouſneſs, 


garments of ſalvation, a palm of victory, a 


throne of glory, and an everlaſting jubilee, 


Oh! think, when the thrones of the earth 
ſhall be caſt down: when the diſtinctions and 
honours of this world ſhall fade away; and uni- 
verſa} nature ſhall melt before the fervid pre- 
ſence of the Lord of glory; then ſhall you be 
put into never ending poſſeſſion of thoſe riches 
in glory, which are reſerved for thoſe who | 


love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity and i in truth. 


Vou will not queſtion the right of God to 
place his creatures in ſuch fituations as in 


ſovereignty he ſhall chuſe. But you ought to 
believe, that in mercy and in kindneſs he has 
choſen your lot. We are often ready to think, 
that if we were rich we would do much good: 
If we had a little more of this world's goods 


than we have, we ſhould be much happier. 


Pauſe—We began our correſpondence upon 
the preſumption that you believe, not only in 


the being of God, but alſo in che infinity of 


C 6 


his 


— , 3 2 A 
4 2 Toes A N 5 
8880 


. 
7 


n 
1 
= 
1-8 
2 
_ 
» 
b 
"67 
7 
3 
a, 
"a 


r 


* w 1 2 x -_ , 
. — > — 
W Yy * 2 4 gy oath wa © 
S * A PR” 


3 2. 
„ — a 


= "A. Ay 
PO OT end — 


— "A. dy 
re — — 


2 


* To 
1 POL 
2 
* er Gre — 
N FE 
* — — 3 
4 — 
— 8 Go — aud 2 
8 2 o 


* OD Yemen EE. ——— ꝙꝙE ages, FRENESGEo « 
—— _ —— — „ö ö 
— ä — — . — — r 
- g , 
2 . — f 
„ 


ThE F RIENDLY MON ITOR, 


3 Z 
— 


his perfection. If then, he be infinitely wiſe, 
who ſhall dictate to him ?—If he be infi- 


nitely powerful, who ſhall controul him ?—If 
he be every where preſent, who or what ſhall 
evade his obſervation?—1f he be infinitely 


_ merciful, who ſhall repine at the diſpenſations 
af his providence? In every ſituation, and 


under every circumſtance of want or poverty, 
there is a way to peace of mind, which 


| ſweetens every ſtate. The Pſalmiſt tells us in 
the 119th pſalm, at the 165th verſe—< Great 
e peace have they which love thy law, and 
4 nothing ſhall offend them.“ Poſſeſſing this 
peace of mind, you will purſue your journey 


of life through the valley of humility, unin- 


jured by the ſtorms that roll above, when the 
| lofty cedars on the mountain's top are ſhat- 


tered by the tempeſt, the humble ſhrubs in 


the vale beneath remain in undiſturbed tran- 


quillity. | 
It is an 1 miſtake to ſuppole 8 ail. 


grace neceſſarily attaches to poverty. A poor 
man may be wiſe, virtuous, well informed, a 
good member of ſociety, and reſpected by all 
around him; and as the rich have ſpecial duties 
to perform in regard to the popr, ſo have the 


poor ſpecial duties to perform in regard to the 


eh and . Remember that they are liable 
to 


— 


THE FRIENDLY MONITOR 37 


to the ſame temptations with yourſelf, and to 


others of which you are ignorant ; and that 


every error they commit is more expoſed to 


obſervation than the errors of thoſe in humbler 


life; and therefore it is your duty, and it will be 
to your credit, to commiſerate the weakneſſes 


and pity the failings which you may obſerve 
in them. Are you debarred by your ſituation 
from offering them counſel and advice? Do 
not hurl reproach and infult at them. There 


is one way in which you may do them good, 
and that is by praying for them; and remem- 
ber the encouragement which you have to do 


ſo in the words of our Lord, Matthew vi. and 
14. “For if ye forgive men their 1 l e 
« your heavenly father will alſo forgive you.“ 


Anger and reſentment may make a man alter 


his conduct ſo as to be leſs offenſive and inju- 
rious : but patience, and a dignified humility 
in ſuffering wrongs, may convert an injuri- 


ous enemy into a benevolent friend. Take 


the advice of Solomon, Proverbs xvi. 19. and 
20. © Better it is to be of an humble ſpirit 
60 wich the lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with 
« the proud. He that handleth a matter ey 15 
ce ſhall find good.? 

In a dependant ſituation, whether upon one 
man, or upon many, there are various trials 


and exerciſes for the patience ; and we ſhould 


"2 Ms fortify 
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fortify that virtue by evety conſideration which 
is calculated to give energy to the principle. 
Patience i in the exerciſe brings in the rich re- 
muneration of peace. Patience under a de- 
ſerved rebuke' is a debt of juſtice. Patience 
under undeſerved rebuke or reproach is an act 
of ſuperior dignity of mind. It may be poſſible 
in ſome ſituations to merit of your employers, 
not only more than vol receive in a way of 
payment, but even more than it would be pru- 
dent in them to acknowledge; for there is a 
native proneneſs in the human mind to think 
that when we have done well, we have done 
enough. But I adviſe you to be careful when 
you arrive at the ſituation of maſter, that you 
do not withhold from your ſervants and depen- 
dants ſuitable acknowledgments for extraordi - 
nary ſervices which they perform, beyond the 
ſtrict line of their duty. Theſe beſtowments 
will beget a ſort of attachment to your perſon, : 
a love to your ſervice, and a regard to your in- 
tereſts,, which will amply repay what you ſo 
diſpenſe. There is not however any recompenſe. 
that can fully ſatisfy a liberal mind, ſhort of 
an interchange of friendſhip. A ſervant may 
_ poſſeſs a liberal mind; he may deſerve his 
maſter's friendſhip, and in a ſuitable degree he 
ought to have 3 but ar K his Ferre has 
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tween men equal in ſituation; the very baſis 


ing the higher ſphere may ſubſtitute benevo- 
lence and bounty in its ſtead; and thoſe in 


| his maſter ; in that caſe it is his duty, his intereſt, 


' ſervice of his maſter, and be content with the 
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not a liberal mind; and if ſo, he is incapable 
of modifying ſentiments and expreſſions of 
friendſhip to thoſe who are either above or 
below the ſphere in which he moves. It will 
however be generally acknowledged, that there 
cannot ſubſiſt the ſame unreſerved friendly in- 
tercourſe between maſter and ſervant, as be- 


of interchangeable friendſhip is equality, and 
the farther men are removed from that, the leſs 
pure muſt be their friendſhip. Thoſe occupy- 


the humbler ſtation may exerciſe grateful af- 
fection and chearful confidence. As it is poſſible 
for a ſervant to be a wiſer and better man than 


and his honour, to exert all his powers for the 


wages for which he agrees to ſerve, looking 
for a reward hereafter, 1 
In all the adverſe (ſcenes of life, however 
prefling our affliction, however pungent our 
ſorrow, we ſhould remember for our conſola- 
tion, that God is watching over us, meaſuring 
with unerring ſkill and with divine compaſſion 
the bitter ingredients of our cup—that not one 
circumſtance of ſuffering will be adminiſtered 
more than is neceſſary to work in us that 
temper 
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temper of mind and diſpoſition of heart which 
it becomes us to entertain towards our Maker 


and towards our fellow-creatures. - God never 


afflicts his creatures without cauſe ;- we either 


_ deſerve it, or we need it: he has an unqueſ- 


tionable right ſo to deal with his creatures z and 
if we are his in the new covenant of peace, he 


will certainly ſanctify our afflictions to us, and 
bring good out of evil; ſo that in every event, 
whether proſperous. or adverſe, it is the Chriſ- 


tian's privilege to rejoice in the Lord, and to re- 
Joice alway. Perhaps you will ſay, tis eaſy thus 
to argue when afflictions are at a diſtance; true, 
and the way to make it eaſy ſo to do when 


troubles are upon us is, conſtantly to pray that 
ſuch diſpoſitions may be given to us whenever 
the Lord ſees fit to lay his hand upon us. If 


in health and proſperity we forget God, then 


we make idols of our comforts; and it has 
been well ſaid, that whatſoever, we make an 
idol of, will ſurely be a croſs to us if we belong 


to Chriſt; and a curſe to us if we do not, 


Are there no inſtances of perſons who have 


been enabled to rejoice under afflictions? Yes, 


thouſands—David in affliction could ſay, My 
© heart ſhall rejoice in thy falvation,” Pſalm 
xiii. and 5. —Iſaiah ſays, chap. xxix. and 19. 
And the poor among men ſhall rejoice in the 
9 e one of Irael' — The apoſtle Paul in the 
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proſpect of ſuffering death could ſay, Philipi- 
ans ii, and 17. Yea, and if I be offered 
M upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, 1 

“joy and rejoice with you all.” The fame 
apoſtle enjoins it as a duty, Romans xii. and 


12. © Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribula- 
e tion.“ Many of the Lord's afflicted ones have 
been enabled to glorify him by rejoicing in him 
under their ſufferings of pain, grief, and poverty. 
Let me mention two caſes which I have 


heard of: A woman with two children fo re- 


duced as to live many days upon grains, which 


ſhe begged at a brewhouſe, drew the attention 
of the brewer by her regular application, and 


the decent manner of it. He one day followed 


her unperceived ; he ſaw her put the grains 
into a clean diſh, and then put them on a 
table covered with a clean cloth, to which 
herſelf and chileren ſat down, after having de- 
voutly begged a bleſſing upon the food; and 


after they hadeaten, ſhe with abundant gratitude 


returned thanks to God. Another poor wo- 
man who had nothing for her meal but a piece 


of bread, was heard to exclaim with elevated 
gratitude : What! all this and Chriſt too! 


Oh! that you and I may be enabled ſo to 


| glorify God, if we are ſo tried; remembering _ 
the exhortation of Peter in his firſt general 


epiſtle i iv, and 19. © Wherefore let them that 
« ſuffer 
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« ſuffer according to the will of God, commit 


Lethe keeping of their ſouls to him in well- 
« * doit; as unto a faithful nan . 


1 


LETTER V. 


As: de the dealings of God viel his bg are 
all intended to produce certain beneficial 
effects in and upon us, it is our duty by a 


watchful obſervation of Providence, and a di- 
ligent ſearch. into our own hearts and conduct, 


to facilitate the gracious deſigns of the Lord 
towards us. Are we affficted?—it ſhould call 
up to our recollection the ſins, follies and er- 
rors which have led to, or 'procured the trial'; 
and a view of our fins ſhould lead us to an 
humble repentance before God; and thence 


we ſhall be led in dependance on divine help, 


to reſolve that we will not any more relapſe 
into the ſins and follies for which we are now 
chaſtened; and ſuch reſolutions either to do, 
or to avoid, to perform an hitherto neglected 


duty either to God or your neighbour ; or to 
reſiſt or avoid temptations which may aſfall 
you, ſhould be put into immediate practice; 
for if you delay, you may be involved in freſh 
guilt, Either your reſolutions will lead you out 
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of the way of temptation ; or new om 007 
will deſtroy your reſolutions. = 
Here ye the rod, and who hath appointed it, 
is the advice of the prophet Micah.—What 
think you croſſes and afflitions are deſigned 
for ?—Does God afflit in ſovereignty? Does 
he delight to ſee his creatures miſerable and 
wretched ? No, the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pſalm xxxv: 
nf Let the Lord be magnified, which hath 
« pleaſure in the proſperity of his ſervants.” 
See alſo the language of the prophets Ezekiel 
and Jeremiah. “ As I live, faith the Lord God, 


have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 


but that the wicked turn from his way 
cc and live,” Ezekiel xxxiii. and 11.“ For he 


<« doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the chil- 


<« dren of men,“ Lamentations iii. and 33.— 
They are deſigned to ſhow us his diſpleaſure 
againft ſin; to wean our affection from the 
things of time and ſenſe, to convince us, that 
to reſt in any thing ſhort of himſelf as a por- 
tion, is to ſeek repoſe upon a bed of nettles ; 
and to rely for aid on any thing beſide his 
almighty power, is like a traveller who would 
ſupport his weary ſteps by leaning upon a 
ſtraw, The language of every. affliction is, 
ſtay thyſelf on God. When we look at the 

fleeting enjoyments of time, through the faith= _ 
ful medium of affliction, what is their lan- 

GT | Buage ? 
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44 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, 
guage ?—Lean not on us, we are unſubſtan- 


tial and unſatisfying. When we contemplate 
the pleaſures of life, with which we have been 


indulged, what ſay they to us ?—Look not to 
us for happineſs, it is not ours, Do.you want 
encouragement in affliction and ſorrow, to 
look for and expect ſuccours from God ? take 


that precious promiſe, Pſalm l. and 15.— 


Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will 


deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me.“ 


When you look to God for help, you will 


perhaps be led to think, from the forecited 


promiſe, that you are to expect immediate de- 
liverance from the affliction. It is the un- 


happy miſtake of many, to think that they 
ſhall have preciſely what they pray for there 


is no ground ſor ſuch hope the promiſe ſays, 


1 will deliver thee.** What! from the 


trial? — perhaps not; but I will deliver thee 
from thy fears, by giving thee ſtrength equal 
to thy day, deliver thee from ſinking into 
deſpondency and deſpair, deliver thee from 


impatience under the rod; and, when it has 


done its work, deliver thee from the rod itſelf. 
If you do not acknowledge the hand of God 


in your afflictions, and are not humbled under 


them, it is a ſad mark of a dangerous ſtate. 


God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace 


unto the humble.” —iſt Peter 5, and v. Je- 
he . remiah 
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THE FRIENDLY MONITOR» 45 
remiah ſays in Lamentations, 3d, 25, 26, 27. 
—< The Lord is good unto them that wait 


for him, to the ſoul that ſeeketh him. It is 


good that a man ſhould both hope, and qui- 
< etly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. It 
« is good for a man that he bear the yoke in 
his youth.” And at the 31ſt and 32d verſes 
—< For the Lord will not caſt off for ever: 


„ but though he cauſe grief, yet will he have 
e compaſſion according to the multitude of his 
e mercies.” Scripture and reaſon unite in aſ- 


ſerting the neceſſity and propriety of an hum- 
ble ſubmiſſion to the will of God. Reaſon 


tells us reſiſtance muſt be vain, Scripture 


teaches us that ſubmiſſion is pleaſing to God, 
and that thoſe who do patiently ſubmit to his 


will in all things, may derive conſolation from 


this conſideration, that God in giving deli- 
verances to his people, affords the moſt illuſ- 
trious diſplays of his glorious attributes of 


power, wiſdom and goodneſs. His infinite 
power is exerciſed to curb the rage and ma- 
| lice of their enemies. He holds them as it 
were in a chain, and ſays unto them, hitherto 
| ſhalt thou go, but no further; the fierceſt 


powers of earth and hell are ſubje& to his 


controul, and though leagued together againſt 


the feebleſt of his children, they ſhall not, they 


cannot n what ſecurity has the 
humble 
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moſt likely to the eye of reaſon, may not be 
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humble ſoul who maketh the Lord his ſtrong 
tower and his rock of defence. Is he infinite 
in power to controul? ſo is he in wiſdom to 
direct. He doeth not any thing in vain; the 


cunning and ſophiſtry of men and devils can- 


not effect what God will hinder, or prevent 
what he will perform. At his rebuke the 
wiſdom of the wiſe is turned into fooliſhneſs, 
and the craftineſs of the cunning ſhail fail.— 
To his infinite power and wiſdom is united 
infinite goodneſs, which is manifeſted in all 


the kind and gracious ſuccours, ſupports and 


deliverances, which he has afforded to his peo- 
ple in all their trials and affiictions through 

every age of the world. How many inſtances 
of his goodneſs thus manifeſted, are recorded 


in the Bible? and what multitudes of in- 


ſtances may be collected by a diligent obſerver, 
in the ſcenes of Providence of which we are 
witneſſes. Are you depreſſed by afflictions, 
are you caſt down ?—Oh ! look at this grand 
and benign aſſociation of perfections, and be 
aſſured that in his time and in his Way, you, 
ſhall be lifted up. Would you dictate to God ? 
—He will reject a ſuit which comes in ſuch a 
guiſe. Would you point out the means of 
help and deliverance ?- God will not help 
you in your way; the means. which appear 


the 
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the means which God will chuſe. When 
Eliſha bid Naaman—“ Go waſh in Jordan 
<« ſeven times, and thou ſhalt be clean,” the 
haughty Syrian. was wroth, and went away, 
and ſaid “ Are not Abana and Pharphar, ri- 


c vers of Damaſcus, better than all the waters 


<« of Iſrael? may I not waſh in them and be 


cc clean?“ —-No, Jordan is appointed, and 


when, at the interceſſion of his ſervants, he 
obeyed the prophet, Jordan perfor med the 
cure. IId Kings, v. 10, and 12. When Go- 


liah, the champion of the Philiſtines army, 
came out and defied the armies of Iſrael day 


after day, the hearts of the mighty men were 
melted within them. God had not appointed 
a mighty warrior to ſlay this boaſting Phi- 


liſtine, but he had appointed the ſtripling Da- 


vid, with a ſling and a ſtone to ſubdue him. 

That Jeſus whom you profeſs to ſerve as 
your Lord, and to follow as the captain of 
your ſalvation, was made perfect through ſuf- 
fering; his life was a ſcene of ſorrows; he 


came into the world under circumſtances of 


peculiar humiliation; the Lord of life and 
glory was born in a ſtable, and lay in a man- 
ger. His growing years were matured in 
humble privacy, and in the ſhort period of his 
public miniſtry, he ſuffered all the contempt, | 
contradiction, rebuke, reproach, i ignominy and 


an guiſh, | 
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anguiſh, that the united power, pride and ma- 
lice of devils and of men could inflict. And 
you, if a child of God, are predeſtinated to be 
conformed to his image, and in the meaſure 
which your Heavenly father ſees fit for you, 
to drink of the ſame bitter cup. Our Lord 
_ himſelf tells his diſeiples, John xvi. and 33.— 
© In the world ye ſhall have tribulation.” — 
And as you are to be conformed in ſuffering, 
fo ought you to aim at a conformity to him 
in patient enduring, knowing that all things 
ſhall work together for good to them that love 
God, and are the called according to his pur- 
ole, | 
It is your duty alſo to aim at a conformity 

to Chriſt, your glorious pattern, in the active 
and relative duties of life: to love your neigh- 
bour as yourſelf, to do unto all men as you 
would they ſhould do unto you, to exerciſe 
| benevolence to all around you, hating no man, 
thinking well of all men as far as you can, 


| without doing violence to reaſon and fact. 


But where they are the ſubjects of ſin and 
' folly, making the proper diſtinction; hating 
their crimes, and pitying and praying for them, 
ever tempering the ſentence, of your judgment 
upon others with generoſity and compaſſion. 
And where you meet with thoſe happy charac- 
ters whe ** their profeiion by acts and 

* 
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habits of thoſe virtues which compoſe the 
chriſtian character, whether their ſituations are 
ſuperior or inferior to yours; regard them 


with complacency, and imitate their conduct. 
Among the active duties to which you are 
called, whether rich or poor, whether journey- 


man or maſter, a dutiful and affectionate con- 
duct to your parents ſtands foremoſt, Honour 


thy father and thy mother is the expreſs com- 


mand of God—honour them by an obedient 


regard to their injunctions while under their 
immediate command and protection; by a du- 


tiful and humble obſervance of their advice, 
admonition and reproof, when maturer years 
have introduced you into the active ſcenes of 
life; and alſo by the moſt liberal, unreſerved, 
and affectionate miniſtration of your ſubſtance 
to their wants in their declining years, cheriſh- 
ing them with that generous tenderneſs which 
your heart muſt feel, upon a recollection of the 
obligations which they laid upon you by their 


tender care of you, in your helpleſs ſtate of in- 


fancy. To be indulged by Providence with 
the means of foſtering the drooping powers, 
and cheering the languid ſpirits of a beloved 


parent, is, I think, a privilege and an honour 


of the firſt magnitude; and I am ſure it is a 
ſource of ſuch delight, as will countervail half 
the ſorrows to which life is obnoxious. 

2 LETTER 


1 and bh & «hae LOBE of TINGS OO 
EO ch rr 2 _ — 9 ny nates, + 8 * 4 


S0 kur FRIENDLY MONITOR. 


LETTER VI. 


I Will now ſuppoſe, that in the courſe of di- 


vine Providence, ſome events have oc- 


. curred to place you in the ſituation of a maſter 


in your trade, and the head of a family ; ; and 


In this caſe, with new proſpects opening upon 


you, there are new duties expected from you, 


the principal of which I will mention, and en- 
deavour to explain. 


J 


The duties of the family certainly take the 


lead: what then ſhould be the firſt act you 


perform in virtue of the character you now 
hold as head of a family ?—I recommend to 
you, to adopt the reſolution of Joſhua, chap. 


xXxiv. and 15.—“ As for me and my houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord.“ And begin the career 


of your authority by an a& of the humbleſt 


ſubmiſſion, As a maſter, if you have not a 
wife or children, you muſt have ſervants; 
with them then it is your duty to ſeek the 


Lord in ſolemn family worſhip, by reading the 


ſcriptures, and by prayer regularly morning 
and evening. When God, in prophetic lan- 
* guage promiſed to bleſs Iſrael, and had even 


ſpecified the bleſſing which he would beſtow, 


he adds, „ thus faith the Lord God, I will 


6c yet bor this be enquired of by the houſe of 
c [{rael 
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« Iſrael to do it for them.” Ezekiel 35, and 
37. There are urgent reaſons why you ſhould 


thus begin, and they are the no-eflity and ex- 


pediency of the duty itſelf, and the very great 


difficulty of inſtituting the worſhip of God in 


a family after it has been neglected. If you 


profeſs to be a chriſtian, you dare not ſay that 


it is not a duty. If you are a chriſtian, you 
will feel that it is a duty; and therefore the 
neglect of it muſt involve you in guilt, and ex- 


poſe you to ſuffering. If you feel that you 


are liable to ſin, to error, and to folly, would 
it not be reaſonable conduct in you, on the 
morning of each day, to put yourſelf into the 
hand of God for guidance and protection? 
If you ſee and believe that you are liable to 
diſaſters and alarms, which no prudence or 
foreſight of your own can prevent or ward off, 
may it not be expected that you will commit 


yourſelf and your dependants to the watchful 


care of the ever-preſent Jehovah, through the 
ſilent watches of the night? Can you believe 


there is a God, and not believe that it is your 


duty daily to worſhip him, both in retirement 
and in your family? Can you read that awful 
prayer of the prophet Jeremiah, chap. x. and 
25.—“ Pour out thy fury upon the heathen 
« that know thee not, and youu the families 
« that call not on thy name,” and live in the 


1 neeglect 
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neglect of this duty? Remember the admoni- 


tion which Moſes gave to the children of Iſ- 


rael, Duteronomy vi. 12th and 13th“ Be- 


ware, left thou forget the Lord ; thou ſhalt 
<« fear the Lord thy God and ſerve him.” — 
And in the 18th verſe “ And thou ſhalt do 


< that which is right and good in the ſight ol 
e the Lord, that it may be well with thee.” 


Read Job viii. rith 12th and 13th—<« Car 
te the ruſh grow up without mire ? Can the 
<« flag grow without water? while it is yet it 
<« his greenneſs, and not cut down, it witheret] 
before any other herb. 80 are the paths o 


all that forget God.” And Pſalm 1. 22 


and 23.—< Conſider this ye that forget God 


4 leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be non 


« todeliver. Whoſo offereth praiſe, glorifiett 
« me, and to him that ordereth his converſa 


« tion aright will I ſhew the ſalvation of God. 


Though you are not to expect bleſſings as 


reward for the duties you perform, yet yo 


are to expect them as a fulfilment of the gra 
cious promiſes of God while you ſeek them i 
the way of duty. Pſalm xci. 15 and 16.— 
« He ſhall call upon me and I will anſwer him 
« will be with him in trouble; I will deliv: 
« him and honour him ; with long life will 
« ſatisfy him, and hone him my ſalvation.” 
And our Lord ſays, John xii. and 26.—“ 
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„ any man ſerve me, him will my father ho- 
nour.“ As a maſter, you have not only the 
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care of your own ſoul, but you have the fouls 
of all your ſervants to watch over; and you 
muſt anſwer to God in the ſolemn day of re- 
tribution, for the neglect of every means of 
precept or example, which are calculated to 
lead them into the paths of holineſs. Your 
ſervants and apprentices are- entirely under 
your government, both ſoul and body. You 
have the whole duty and authority of a parent 
devolved upon you. Whatever duty you owe 
to your own children, except ſuch as relates to 
worldly eſtate, you owe to your ſervants and 
apprentices ; they are under both your go- 
vernment and your care : your authority over 
them is, and ought to be, more than that of 
their natural parents; and your commands 
muſt be obeyed by them, though they ſhould 
in any inſtance be contrary to the commands 
of their parents; and therefore, as their pa- 
rents have ſuſpended their authority, by plac- 
ing them under yours, it is but juſtice, that 
you ſhould alſo exerciſe the care of a parent 
over them; to warn, to inſtruct, to reprove, 
and if need be, to chaſten, You muſt be a fa- 
ther and a maſter too. As to their bodies, 
they are your ſervants ; but as to their fouls, 
they are, and ought to be conſidered as your 
e children. 
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children, Do you feel yourſelf intereſted in the 


| well-being of your children? Would youcaution 


them againft evil ? Would you exhort them to 
virtue ? Would you preſs upon them a faith- 
ful obſervance of their duty to God? So ought 
you to do to your ſervants ; and I am well per- 
ſuaded that, independent of the pleaſure reſult- 
ing from a conviction of having done your 
duty, you will, if you thus conduct yourſelf, 
have the ſatisfaction of knowing that your 
ſervants love and revere you; and you will 
find, that ſervices rendered from thoſe princi- 


ples, are not only more pleaſant, but intrin- 


ſically more valuable than ſervices performed 


upon any other principle whatever. 


As I believe, generally that the hand of God 
is working ſecretly in thoſe combinations of 
caules, effects, and events which are frequently 


called fortuitous, and which lead on imper- 


ceptibly, or unexpectedly to thoſe connections 
which we form, and to thoſe ſituations and 
circumſtances in which we are placed in life, 
it is your duty eſpecially to ſeek aid and direc- 
tion from him, with reſpect to the time and 
circumſtance of entering into the relation of 
an huſband. I think no man ought to live 


ſingle, who can ſee his way in providence 
clear to that union; and I think alſo, with a 


prudent. regard to circumſtances, both as to 
yourſelf 
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yourſelf and the object of your choice, it ought. 
Your views in 
ſeeking this connection, ſhould be of a higher 
nature than the gratification of ſenſe, or the 


not to be long deferred. 


poſſeſlion of beauty, If you marry only for 
the ſake of features, or of form, you wed an 
idol, and will ſuffer for your ſolly. The faſei- 


nating power of beauty will decay. Sickneſs 
may rob your idol of her roſes, anguiſh may 


dim the luſtre of thoſe eyes which have en- 
ſnared your heart, and if there be no counter- 
poiſe in the beauties of her mind, the ſanity 
of reaſon, and the warmth of her affection, you 
will find too late, that you have choſen a croſs, 
I adviſe 
that you marry not with one who differs ma- 


terially with you in religious ſentiments, for 


if you do ſo, you will throw perhaps an in- 


ſuperable bar in the way of comfort and be- 


nefit from your ſocial and retired devotions. 
And I alſo adviſe that you arm yourſelf with 


patience, fortitude and condeſcenſion, to meet 


thoſe little ſhocks of diſſonance which will 


ſometimes happen i in the moſt endearing con- 


nections, and under the beſt family manage- 


ment; and be careful as ſoon as poſſible to 
correct the acidity of mind which ſuch events 


create, by the ſweet interchanges of mutual 
forgiveneſs and affectionate endearment, Is 
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it your duty and your intereſt to watch over 
the peace and proſperlty of your family? 


The way to do ſo is to be much in it. Let 
your hours of relaxation be enjoyed with your 


family, and ſo, while you recreate yourſelf, 
you will delight them, If you ſeek your 


pleaſures out of your family, you will drive 
peace from it ; for the man who devotes his 


hours of relaxation to foreign company, can- 
not reaſonably expect that a wife left in ſoli- 


| tude, ſhould hail his return with the ſmile of 
ſatisfaction. Be honeſt in the participation of 
all your pleaſures with the partner of your life, 
and you will reap a rich harveſt of conjugal 


affection and domeſtic felicity. From the 
union of your hearts will flow a delightful ac- 
cord of conduct, which will ſteal imperceptibly 


upon the hearts of your children and ſervants 


will ſpread a placid ſerenity over their minds, 


and beam out in their conduct in a thouſand 


inſtances of affectionate concern and dutiful 
attention; and by this means your home will 
be made, as 'Chompſon beautifully deſcribes, 


The reſort 

Of 72 of joy, of peace, and plenty, where, 
Supporting and ſupported, poliſhed friends 
And dear relations mingle into bliſs. 


In. every ſituation of life croſſes will cer- 
tainly occur, and they may be great: and next 
. to 
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to a ſuitable ſubmiſſion to God, and an humble 


dependence on him, I know of no mean ſa 
likely to repel their force and abate their ri - 
gour, as the ſolaces of affection, friendſhip and 
good will. It therefore behoves you in your 
conduct as a maſter, to conciliate the affec- 
tion of all around you, that ſo you may have 
_ conſolation in every affliction, Be careful in 
the management of your family, that your ex- 
ample never contradicts your precept. Every 
deviation from a ſuitable correſpondence in 


theſe leading features of inſtruction, will be 
eaſily noticed, and will certainly be very pre- 
judicial to the minds and manners of your ſer- 


vants, and very injurious to your reputation 
and your peace. 


The duties of your calling or «tends. 0 
ever it may be, are few and obvious. Re- 
member that a faithful and frugal uſe of pro- 
perty, is as much a bounden duty with you 


now, as When you were an apprentice or jour- 


neyman ; that duty was then due to your maſ- 
ter, it is now due to the community at large, 
and particularly to thoſe from whom you re- 


ceive credit in trade,—it is due to your wife, 


your children, your friends, your ſervants, 


The means are now put into your hands, 


which by a diligent and honeſt improvement, 


will lead eventually to a proviſion for your ne- 
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ceſũties, if not for a ſupply of the conveniences 
and accommodations of life. The neglect or 
miſuſe of theſe means will ſink you into po- 
verty and wretchedneſs, and perhaps bring 
you and your hapleſs offspring to be a burthen 


on the public, and to be ſuſtained * paro- 


chial bounty, | 
Be much in your ſhop: a Gatten in 


working hours, ſhould ſcarcely ever be out of 


his buſineſs. I forbear to mention the multi- 
tude of trite ſayings which may be applied in 
the preſent caſe, you have no doubt heard 


many of them ; as far as they are good, apply 


them to yourſelf, Never truſt any one to 


keep your accounts; keep them yourſelf regu- 
_ larly, and correctly and frequently balance them. 


No man can do that fo fitly as yourſelf, and if 


you leave it to any one elſe, remember, that by 


fo doing, you deny yourſelf that knowledge of 
your circumſtances, which is eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to the due management of them; for, 
it is not ſufficient for you to know what is 
your balance debtor or creditor, you ought to 
know how that balance grows. Do not truſt 
the ſuperintendance of work to journeymen, 
and above all do not truſt the inſtruction of 
your apprentices to them ; if you do, you will 


mar your authority, the boys? obedience and 


* will be divided, and by that means 
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allegiance will be rendered painful to him. I 
recommend to you as much as poſſible to pre- 
vent privacy among journeymen and appren- 
tices, it has often been productive of lament- 


able effects. 


Let your profits be ſmall; a quick return 
with moderate profit, is the ſureſt way of ac- 


quiring property. Covetouſneſs defeats itſelf, * 


it you charge a perſon too much for an article, 
it is not likely that he will come to your ſhop 
. 

By the value you place on the good opinion 
of the virtuous and the wiſe, by the honour of 
religion, by the worth of your immortal ſoul, 


I charge you to avoid the abominable practice 


of lying in trade; there is as much moral 
turpitude in what are quaintly called ſhop lies, 


as in any other deſeription of untruth. A lie 
in your ſhop to put off your wares, is an inſult 
to your cuſtomer, a breach of the good faith 


of ſociety, and which will eventually draw 


down upon you general contempt and derelie- 


tion. 
Be civil and oblizing in your behaviour. 


Aſk at firſt the price you mean to take- 
for your goods, and never make an abate- 


ment. 
Be modeſt in your dreſs, and moderate in | all 
your indulgences, Temperance is the po 
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of health, and modeſty in your apparel will 
be conſidered as a kind of public ,voucher of 
your prudence and ceconomy. By a mode- 
Tate enjoyment of indulgence, you will be 
enabled to lay up a fund for the purpoſes of 
charity, which according to your circum- 


ſtances is an incumbent duty. The ſons and 


daughters of affliction have ſtrong claims upon 
the proſperous and happy. As much as in 
you lies, eſpecially with your wiſhes, your 
prayers, and with what influence you poſleſs 


among men, help them; you may ſoothe their 


ſorrows by commiſeration, there is charity in 


the ſigh of pity. But as you are able, follow 
the advice of the apoſtle to the Hebrews, do 


* good and communicate,“ help as well as 
pity. There is a banquet to the feelings in 
communicating good, and the apoſtle declares 


that—* with ſuch facrifices God is 8 
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"THAT fin is the cauſe of ſorrow, few 
will be hardy enough to deny, for it 
is a concluſion deducible from the moſt com- 
mon occurrences of human life, Man feels a 
natural diſpoſition to inflict puniſhment upon 


his fellow, for crimes committed or affronts 


offered, and every man has, in a certain de- 
gree, the power of doing ſo, and may with 


juſtice exerciſe it under proper reſtrictions. 


This principle admitted, and I think it will 
ſcarcely be by any denied; ſurely it is moſt juſt 
and reaſonable that offences committed againſt 


a being of infinite purity and perfection, ſhould | 


entail ſuffering upon the delinquent ; and the 


experience of every age has afforded abundant 
proof of the poſition. The firſt act of ſin 
was the parent of ſorrow, for the firſt pang 


that agonized the boſom of humanity, was 
immediately ſubſequent to the firſt tranſgreſ- 
fion. And as we learn by the ſcripture that 
we are by nature all ſinners, ſo by conſequence 
we muſt conclude that we are all neceſlarily, 
more or leſs, the ſubjects of forrow. As the 


various and multiform tranſgreſſions of men 
all flow from the ſame foul contaminating 
ſource, 
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ſource, original ſin, ſo all the pangs and miſe- 
ries to which our nature is obnoxious, branch 
out from the bitter root of original depravity. 
Sin is a diſobedience to the will of God. If 
you injure another by word or deed, it is diſo- 
bedience to God's will, inaſmuch as he has 
commanded you to love your neighbour as 
yourſelf, If you reſiſt the conſtituted autho- 
rities of the country in which you dwell, and 
diſturb the peace of ſociety, you diſobey the 
will of God, inaſmuch as you are commanded 
to be ſubject to the higher powers, and to live 
peaceably with all men. If you deceive ano- 
ther by any means, you diſobey the will of 
God, for his expreſs command is, thou {halt 
not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neigh- 
bour. And the apoſtle Paul exhorts : Lie not 
one to another—let every. man ſpeak the truth 
with his neighbour. Profane curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and taking the name of God in vain, you 
will readily allow are fins. Whoredom and 
_ adultery are fins. Hebrews xiii. and 4. Mar- 
« riage is honourable in all, and the bed unde- 
“ filed. But whoremongers and adulterers God 
« will judge.” Of all the monſters that infeſt 
ſociety, I know of none more execrable than the 
vile ſeducer of connubial affection, the fell mur- 
derer of domeſtic felicity. A negle& of the 
worſhip of God, either in the cloſet, the fa- 
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mily, or in public, is a ſin, Deut. vi. and 13, 


and Matthew iv, and 10—“ Thou ſhalt wor- 
00 ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve,” Pſalm x, and 4—“ The wicked 
& will not ſeek after God, God is not in all 
ce his thoughts,” 
morning, and at noon will I pray,—Pſalm Iv. 


and 17. And the apoſtle Paul exhorts to con- 


tinue in prayer. Coloſ. iv. and 2—Pride is a 


fin, every one that is proud in heart is an abo- 
mination to the Lord. 


Proverbs xvi. and 6. 
Stubbornneſs, malice, and envy are ſins. Je- 
remiah vii. and 24— They walked in the ima- 
gination (or as in the margin, ſtubbornneſs) of 
their evil heart. Epheſians iv. and 31—Let 
all bitterneſs and wrath be put away from you, 


with all malice. Gallations v. and 26—< Let 
ce us not be deſirous of vain glory, envying 


© one another.” Intemperance is a fin. Luke 


Xx1. and 34—* Take heed to yourſelves, leſt 
« at any time your hearts be overcharged with 


« ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs.” James vi. and 
1—< Whence come wars and fightings among 


&« you ? come they not of your luſts?“ What! 


are all the horrid devaſtations of war, the 


blood- ſtained ocean, fields of laughter, deſo- 


lated empires, and cities whelmed in fire, the 
effects of ſin Ves. Are all the deep drawn 
ſighs of ſorrow, the ſick man's languor, and 
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the agonizing throes of acute diſeaſe the effects 
of ſin ?—Yes. Are all the pinching wants of 
penury, the priſon groans, and hard oppreſſions, 
fcourge, contempt and contumely, the effects 
of fin ?—=Yes.—And, more awful fill, the 
wreck of nature, and the world of end- 
lefs woe. And is there no antidote to all this 
miſery ?!—Yes, there is balm in Gilead, and a 
phyſician there. There is a proviſion made 
for the falvation of ſinners, at which angels 
are filled with aftoniſhment ; a way opened by 
the ſufferings of Jeſus the Saviour; a foun- 
tain opened for fin and uncleanneſs ; a robe 
of perſect righteouſneſs to clothe the naked; 
and all the wonderful compaſſion of God, to 
ſinners of the human race, manifeſted in 
the moſt auguft diſplay of his juſtice and 
vengeance executed on the ſuffering ſurety 
of rebellious man. Oh ! that you and I may 
be helped to view this wonderful tranſaction 
with humble penitence, and with appropriating 
faith; and while we conſider the wonders 
which have been wrought for the ſalvation of 
ſinners, let us adore the goodneſs of God in 
affording a revelation of his will, He might 
have left the whole race of Adam to periſh, 
without impeachment of his mercy, and with- 
out any diminution of his own eſſential and 
eternal glory and happineſs. He might haye 
elected to ſalvation, and have left thoſe whom 
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he had ſo elected, to go on ſorrowing in dark- 


neſs through this vale of tears, without any 
hope or foretaſte of heaven to cheer them by 
the way. He might have diſplayed his ſove- 
reignty in withholding the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation, and have left them to wander in dark- 
neſs and uncertainty, in doubt and diſmay. 


But, bleſſed be his name, he has not only pro- 


vided a way in which he can be gracious, but 
he has given a full and perfect revelation of 
his mercy and goodneſs to the children of men, 
and is calling upon us to accept, by faith 
in a crucified Saviour, everlaſting life and 
happineſs. We are called upon by ſcripture 
to exerciſe faith in the forgiveneſs of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt—how is this to be done? 
Without knowledge there cannot be faith, 
what then is knowledge ?—It is compoſed of 

underſtanding, conſideration, and belief: we 
may underſtand the kind purpoſes of God to 

ſinners, in his giving Jeſus Chriſt to be a ſa- 


crifice and an atonement for ſin. We are to 


conſider the eternal love of the father in this 
ineſtimable gift of his ſon ; the eternal love of 
the ſon in giving himſelf; the ſufficiency of 
the ſacrifice, and the amplitude of the atone- 


ment made by the Saviour ; the entire ſuitable- 


neſs of his merit and worthineſs; and the ex- 
tent of his power and Jove 1 in procuring for, 
and 
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and beſtowing upon ſinners, a righteouſneſs 
by which they are rendered compleat in him. 
And we are to believe that the atonement 
which he has made for fin is compleat, inaſ- 
much as he, by the myſterious union of per- 
fect godhead with our nature, was able to ſuf- 
fer as much as all the ſaved could have ſuf- 
fered to all eternity, his ſufferings being ex- 
actly equal to the . guilt of all the ſaved: and 
his love of, and obedience to the law of God, 
as much as could have been rendered by all 
the ſaved, if they had ſtood perfect, either in 
their firſt head, or in themſelves. Such know- 
ledge will beget faith in Chriſt, as an able 
and a willing Saviour; and wherever true 
faith is, it will be productive of obedience to 
the revealed will of God, in reliance on the 
_ aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, and will evidence 
itſelf. by patient ſubmiſſion to the diſpenſations 
of his providence, and by a thankful accept- 
ance, and conſcientious. improvement of all 
the mercies and benefiis which he beſtows 
upon us; and by fervent prayer and humble 
dependence upon him for thoſe mercies which 
we need. 5 | 

- Has God thus zraciouſly dealt whh man 
On! how ought we to act towards each other 
in all patience and forbearance. I exhort you 


to | cultivate a forgiving diſpoſition of heart to 
thoſe 
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uſneſs thoſe who may offend or injure you, and to :4 I 
him. manifeſt that diſpoſition by a cordiality of con- 1 
ement duct to thoſe whom you forgive, remembering pf 
inaſ- that ſuch is the perverſeneſs of our natures, ; 18 
f per- 1 that in moſt caſes, the offending party is the 1 | 1 
o ſuf- | leaſt eaſy to be reconciled. 2 1 
e ſuf- Remember alſo, that perſonal ſins conſtitute * 1797 
g ex- part of national ſin, and therefore if you live in 1 
Rs | the commiſſion of ſin, you are an enemy to all {I 4 
God, . around you, by adding to the guilty pile of =: 
by all iniquity which may draw down the vengeance 1 
er in of heaven upon the land; and on the other Ti 
A hand, remember, that if your conduct is ſuch 4 
| able þ as becomes the goſpel of Chriſt, you will en- | | a 
true 5 joy the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of contributing 1 
ace to | to the peace, the happinels, and the proſperity of 3 K 
Yn the the nation of which you are a part. The pro ' 1 
dence 1 phet Jeremiah, in chap. xxix. and 27. thus q | 4 
ations [1 exhorts the Jews, when in captivity, © Seek | 8 
cept! | © the peace of the city, whither I have cauſed | 1 
of all | 7 « you to be carried away captives, and pray | fl 
ſtows ; c unto the Lord for it; for in the peace there - | 'q 
umble ol &« of ſhall ye have peace.” It ſuch was the | [| 
which 1 duty of captives, what then is the duty of na- 1 
| tives and deniſons of this favoured land? q Wn, 
nl [ Nearneſs to God is the foundation of the | | . 
other ö | creature's felicity ; all pretenſions to happineſs | | i 
t you | are vain, while you remain eftranged from \ i 
art to : God; an holy delight in him will ſhed a 1 
thoſe ſweetneſs = 
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frectnels over every earthly enjoyment, and 


_ alleviate every ſorrow, will fill the ſoul with 
_ thoſe ſacred joys which the ſtranger intermed- 


ee 


| Teth not with, and raiſe you ſuperior to the 


trifles of time and ſenſe 3 but this you cannot 
enjoy while you indulge fin. It is the nature 
of ſin to divide the ſoul from God and happi- 
neſs ; it hardens the heart, beclouds the un- 


derſtanding, perverts the judgment, and makes 


the ſoul a prey to anguiſh, remorſe and miſery. 
I pray God you may ſee your duty in every 
view, and be enabled by divine ow” to | aa 
"_ it. ks Vee 


LETTER 10. 
AVING mentioned what 1 conceiv 
to be the principal duties of your preſen 


ſituation, as well as thoſe of the future ſcene: 


of life, and in a very brief manner explaine: 
them. I would now cloſe my admonitions b 
a few remarks on the nature of Providence 
the proofs which are afforded to us in ſcripture 
and the hiſtory of all ages, of the ſuperintend 
ing hand of God in it, and the duty and privi 
lege of obſerving and acknowledging it. 
Turtullus the orator, uſes the word Provi 


dence to expreſs the 3 of, or procui 


in 


t, and 
- with 
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cannot. 
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ing good deeds.—“ Very worthy deeds are 


« done unto this nation by thy Providence,” 


Acts xxiv. and 2. Providence is by ſome, 
rendered foreſight and warineſs in man. But 


divine Providence is to be eſpecially conſidered 


as the foreſight, or ſupreme intelligence of 


God, and his government of all created beings. 
That God by his providence watches over, 


(orders and directs the affairs and concerns of 


this lower world, and of all his creatures, we 


learn by many paſſages of holy writ, and from 


the concurrent teſtimony of the good and wiſe 


in all ages of the world; and even heathens 


and idolaters, by aſcribing to certain of their 


idols, the management and ſuperintendence of 


certain cauſes, circumſtances and ſeaſons have 
reproved the folly and madneſs of men in later 


days, who would aſcribe the works of Provi- 


dence to fortune and to chance; thoſe diſ- 
graceful idols of a Chriſtian land, ſet up by 
folly and pride, to gull the mind of its proper 


dependance on God, and to hide from our 
view the hand of omnipotence, which worketh 
all things. It is your privilege to know bet- 
ter. See that you condemn not yourſelf by a 


conduct unſuitable to your privileges. 

| God's providential care over his creatures is 
daily manifeſted by the ſupplies of neceſſary 
food which they receive from his hand. Job 


| xxxviii. | 
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xxxviii. and 41. © Who provideth for the 
&« raven his food. Pſalm xxxvi. and 6. O 
« Lord thou preſerveſt man and beaſt,” — 
Pſalm Ixv. 9, 10, and 11. © Thou viſiteſt the 


e earth and watereſt it: thou greatly enricheſt 


«it with the river of God, which is full of 
« water : thou prepareſt them corn when thou 


| © haſt ſo provided for it; thou watereſt the 
e ridges thereof abundantly ; thou ſetleſt the 


« furrows thereof; thou makeſt it. ſoft with 
« ſhowers ; thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof; 
c thou crowneſt the year with thy goodneſs ; 


c and thy paths drop fatneſs.”—As God is the 


univerſal parent, ſo does he gracioufly attend 


to the minuteſt wants of his creatures, ſup- 


plying their every need, and varying his be- 
ſtowments in infinite wiſdom, ſo as by them to 
procure their real advantage, and to manifeſt 
his power, goodneſs and love. A ſparrow ſhall 
not fall to the ground without his permiſſion, 
« Are not five ſparrows ſold for two farthings, 
« and not one of them is forgotten before 
« God? But even the very hairs of your 


c head are all numbered,” Matthew x. and 29. 


He who hath meaſured the waters in the hol- 
low of his hand, and meeted out © heaven 


« with a ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of 


« the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 


e“ mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a ba- 
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© lancez who counteth the nations as a drop 
« of a bucket, and as the ſmall duſt of the ba- 
« lance, who taketh up the iſles as a very 


< little thing, and before whom all nations are 


© ag nothing, yea, leſs than nothing and va- 
ce nity.” Even he condeſcends to put his 
everlaſting arms underneath his fainting chil- 


dren, and to ſtretch forth his hand for their 
deliverance. However appearances may be to 


the eye of reaſon, he is leading them by a right 
way. When the children of Iſrael were come 


out of Egypt, and had the Red Sea before 


them, a wilderneſs on either ſide, and Pha- 


| raoh and his hoſt behind them, they murmured 


and were afraid, But it was the right way for 


them to obtain deliverance and ſafety, and for 
their enemies to meet deſtruction. 
the providence of God watch over David, 


How did 


when he was hunted by his enemy Saul! and 
though he came into the cave at Engedi, 
where David and his men then were, he was 


prevented from ſeeing them, 1ſt Samuel xxiv. 
3 and 4, How was divine Providence mani- 


feſted in the feeding of Elijah by ravens, 1ſt 
Kings xvii. and 4. In the relief afforded to 
Sampſon, after he had lain the Philiſtines, and 


was fainting with thirſt; cauſing water to 


flow from the jaw-bone, which had been the 
inſtrument of his enemies deſtruction. Are 
you 


* © 
\ — 
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you troubled on every fide? God can in his 
providence, by ways of which you are, and 


perhaps ever may be ignorant, make your 
enemies to be at peace with you. Oh! be 
not anxiouſly concerned about a ſuitable pro- 


viſion. Read frequently this paſſage in the 
th chapter of Matthew, „ Behold the fowls 
se of the air, for they ſow not, neither do they 


“ reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your hęa- 


e venly father feedeth them. Are ye not much 


© better than they? Which of you by taking 
« thought can add one cubit unto his ſtature * 


« and why take ye thought for raiment? con- 
c ſider the lillies of the field how they grow; 
<« they toil not, neither do they ſpin, and yet 
I fay unto you, that even Solomon in all his 


„glory was not arrayed like one of theſe. 


«< Wherefore if God ſo clothe the graſs of the 
4 field, which to day is, and to-morrow is caſt 
c“ into the oven, ſhall he not much more clothe 
« you ?—O ye of little faith? Are you in 
ſtraits and difficulties, your way hedged upon 
every ſide, and no way of eſcape appearing * 


Are you tried with poverty and want? Are 


you tempted and buffeted by Satan? Are 
friends cold and diſtant? Are enemies encreaſed 
on every hand? and are you ready to ſay as 


David once ſaid, I ſhall one day periſh by the 
Hands of this Saul.— Look at Tick xli, 17 


and 


ce them. Twill open rivers in high places, and 


cc make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and 
ce the dry land ſprings of water.“ In all the 


dependance of one providential diſpenſation 


bringing him forward, as the inſtrument in 
the hand of God to ſave his family alive in 


thren at Sechem; their removing from thence 


deriny him being overruled by Ruben; the 
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and 18. « When the poor and needy ſeek wa- 
«ter and there is none, and their tongue 
« faileth for thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
ct them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake 


<« fountains in the midft of vallies: I will 


dealings of God with you in a way of provi- 
dence, I recommend to you carefully to ob- 
ſerve, and to remember the way in which he 
has, and ſhall lead you; and by comparing cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations paſt, with thoſe in 
which you now are, and may be hereafter, you 
will ſometimes, perhaps generally, learn the 


upon another. Take, for inſtance, the exam= 
ple of Joſeph as your model, and ſee how 
many circumſtances were made to concur in 


the time of famine, Firſt his dreams, then his 
telling thoſe dreams ; the conſequent envy of 
his brethren; Jacob ſending Joſeph to his bre- 


on that day to Dothan; their purpoſe of mur- 


paſſing by of the merchants at that preciſe 
time, and the abſence of Ruben, who, if he 
_ been preſent, would no doubt have en- 


E deavoured 
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deavoured to ſave him from ſlavery, as he had 


ſaved him from death; the adulterous paſſion 


of Potiphar's wife; the offences which Pha- 
roah's butler and baker had committed againſt 
their maſter; their ſeveral dreams; the reſtora- 
tion of the butler to his former ſervice; Pha- 
roah's two dreams, and the inability of the 


magicians and wiſe men of Egypt to interpret 


thoſe dreams; all were neceſſary to bring Jo- 
ſeph into the ſituation wherein he was to be- 


come the ſaviour of his family, from the ef- 


fects of that dreadful famine which the Lord 


was about to bring upon thoſe lands. And 


ſubſequent to the accompliſhment of that pur- 
| poſe, how many wonderful and glorious events 


depended upon, and followed in connection 
with this ſtupendous chain of providential oc- 


currences ? As for inſtance, the prodigious in- 
creaſe of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, the 


amazing miracles which were wrought to 


plague the Egyptians, until they were permit- 
ted to go out of the land; the inſtitution of 
the paſſover, that grand type of Chriſt ; the 
miracles which were wrought for their pro- 
tection and ſupport, in their journeyings thro? 


the wilderneſs, to their obtaining poſſeſſion of 


the promiſed land. And thence leading on, 
© In uninterrupted ſucceſſion, until the accom- 


pliſhment of that moſt wonderful of all events, 
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he birth, ſufferings, death and reſurrection of 
Dur lord Jeſus Chriſt, What think you led 
Ruth, a ſtranger in the land of Iſrael, into the 
field of Boaz to glean ? Nothing leſs than the 
Providence of God, which by this means 
opened a way for the birth of Navid, who was 
to deſcend lineally from Boaz.—What think 


you of the hiſtory of Eſther? Can you read 
that, without ſeeing the hand of God mani- 


feſtly working to bring about the ſalvation of 
the devoted Jews, who were doomed to de- 
ſtruction by the imperious favourite of Aha- 
ſeurus ? What think you of the four leprous 


men who fat at the gate of Samaria ? were 


they not there by the providence of God, to 


be the firſt to learn the. retreat of the Syrians, 


and to bear the glad tidings to the famiſhing 


city! What think you of the King of Iſrael 


conyerſing with Gehazi, the ſervant of Eliſha, 
and enquiring of him about the great things 
which the prophet had done, at the very time 
when the Shunamite, whoſe ſon Eliſha had 
raiſed to life, came to cry unto the king for 
her land ? What think you of theſe expreſ- 
ſions of David The Lord's throne is in 
< Heaven : his eyes behold, his eye-lids try 


the children of men. — The earth is the 


Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof; the world, 
« and Wey that dwell therein, The Lord 
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« looketh from Heaven, he beholdeth all the 


cc ſons of men He conſidereth all their works; 


<« there is no King ſaved by the multitude of 


* much ſtrength, an horſe is a vain thing for 


«ſafety: O God ! who art the confidence of 
« all the ends of the earth, and of them that 


are afar off upon the ſea, which by his 


« ſtrength ſetteth faſt the mountains, being 


4 girded with power: which ſtilleth the noiſe 


« of the ſeas, the noiſe of the waves, and the 
« tumult of the people: they alſo which dwell 


in the uttermoſt parts are afraid at thy to- 
« kens; for promotion cometh neither from 
cc the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the 


« ſouth. But God is the judge, he pulleth 


down one, and ſetteth up another.” Read 
alſo the 105th and 107th Pſalms, where you 


will find a large catalogue of providences ma- 


nifeſted over a variety of perſons and charac. 
ters in divers ſituations. | 


As the providential hand of God is over - all 


his creatures in a general way, ſo is it mani- 
feſted in his particular care of the godly, as 


you find in the caſe of Daniel in the lion's 
den, the three Jews in the fiery furnace, &c, 
David ſays, "The eyes of the Lord are upon 


«'the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
* their cry.” And the apoſtle Peter exhorts, 
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Humble yourſelves under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time, 
caſting all your care upon him, for he careth 
for you.” And as the Lord is able in his 
rovidence to make all things work according 
o the- counſel of his own will, ſo we are en- 
ouraged to believe that thoſe. who walk in his 
ear ſhall be in peace. Ifaiah, when inciting; 
confidence in God, ſays, Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed 
* on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. And 
n another place, the holy ſpirit, by the mouth 
f the ſame prophet, in the language of ex- 
oftulation directed to the people of Iſrael 
It is he that ſitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
© oraſshoppers z that ſtretcheth out the hea- 
© yens as a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as 
a tent to dwell in: that bringeth the princes 
to nothing; he maketh the judges of the 

© earth as vanity. Lift up your eyes on high, 
© and behold who hath created theſe things, 
e that bringeth out their hoſt by number: he 
e calleth them all by names by the greatneſs of 
his might, for that he is ſtrong in power, not 
one faileth. Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, and 
« ſpeakeſt O Iſrael, my way is hid from the 
c Lord. Haſt thou not known, haſt thou not 
* heard, that the everlaſting God, the Lord, the 
E 3 „ 
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« creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 


not, neither is weary ?—There is no ſearch- 


«ing of his underſtanding, He giveth power 
to the faint ; and to them that have no W 


“ he increaſeth ſtrength.” 


Do you argue from the di of the 


wicked, that God does not exerciſe providence 


over his creatures in all things? Read the 12th 


chapter of Jeremiah's prophecy to the end of 
the 13th verſe, and alſo the 73d n | 


ny be ſilent, and adore, 
While you profeſs to exerciſe” TING in 
the power and providence of God, you ought 


to be careful that you do not diſgrace that pro- 


feſſion, by an habit of complaining under your 


trials and ſufferings. It is the peculiar privi- 
lege of friendſhip to ſolace in affliction : and 
vou may lawfully and prudently unboſom your- 


ſelf to a friend, and ſeek counſel, advice and 


conſolation. But oh! remember, that there 


is a friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother; 


Let your eye be conſtantly directed to him. 
Earthly friends perhaps can only pity, but he 
can ſympathize and deliver, It is a maxim 
generally received, that the wiſe and prudent 
will conceal their private miſeries; as far as 
you can do it honeſtly, I think it is right, but ſee 


vo it be honeſtly done's nor ever aſſume an 
appear- 
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pearance of wealth or ſufficiency, to hide 
ſolvency.and want. 

Having thus adduced the teſtimony of 
ripture to prove the ſuperintendance of di- 
ne Providence, let us now take the opinion 
f men. 


ce The ways of heaven are dark and intricate, 
uzzled in mazes, and perplex'd with errors, 
Jur underſtanding traces them in vain, 
oft and bewildered in the fruitleſs ſearch ; 
Yor fees with how much art the windings run, 
Lor where the regular confuſion ends.“ 
ADDISON, 


“ Know then whate'er in nature's ample field 
The ſcanty ken of thy revolving eye 
Jath mark'd as evil; in the general plan 
s juſt is beauteous : the conjoining parts, 
Though each when ſeparate, like a ſingle limb 
n ſome proportioned ſhape, appears deform'd, 
As view'd apart; yet when exactly wrought 
n the full work, an heighten'd grace aſſumes, 
Ang aids the perfect ſymmetry of all,” 


2 


« To thy great name, cereal God to thee 
Be endleſs honour! Juſt are all thy ways 
To mortal man; tho? fathomleſs and dark 
To finite reaſon, e er th* impriſon'd mind 


E 4 Hath 
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_ Hath ſhot the gulph of death 0 let tuy ſons, 
Once ſuffering, now triumphant, bleſs the hand, 
Though deem'd ſevere, that led them through 

tze maze, 5 

The thorny maze of life ! ; that oft ais! » 

Apparent good, tolead them to the fount 

_ OfAall created benaty * that decreed 
What folly deem'd its puni/bment ; when vain, 

Self-flattering virtue hoped reward : to check 

_ Preſumption ! that from ſeeming evil, wrought 

Fulljoy, unbounded as thy preſence ! High! 
nerd immortal! 2˙.— 


Oonuvm. 


There are many a which might we 


quoted from other authors, reſpectable both 
for wiſdom: and piety, ſufficiently. appoſite to 
our purpoſe, but L ſhall content myſelf with 
tranſcribing that beautiful: and highly finiſhed 
little: poem, entitled the I written by 
0 —— 


THE HERMIT. 


FAR in a wild, unknown to public view, 
From youth to age a rev'rend hermit grew; 
The mofs his bed, the cave his humble cell, 


His food the fruits, his drink the chryſtal well: 


Remote from man, with God he paſs'd the days, 
Fr all his bus*neſs, all ns pleafure praiſe. 


2 A life 
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A life ſo ſacred, ſuch ſerene repoſe, 
em'd Heav'n itſelf; till one ſuggeſtion roſe ; 
hat vice ſhould triumph, virtue vice obey, 


his ſprung ſome doubt of Providence's fway : 


1s hopes no- more a certain proſpect boaſt, 
nd all the tenour of his ſoul is loſt : 

o when a ſmooth expanſe receiyes impreſt 
alm nature's image on its watry breaſt, 


own bend the banks, the trees my 5 


grow, 
nd fries beneath with anſw'ring colours 
glow : 
ut if a ſtone the gentle fea ride 
wift ruling circles curl on every ſide, 
nd glimmering fragments of a broken ſun, 
anks, trees, and ſkies, in thick diſorder run. 


To clear this doubt, to know the world by 

ſight, 

"0 find if books, or ſwains, report it right ; ; 
For yet by ſwains alone the world he knew, 
Vhoſe feet came wand'ring o'er the nightly 

dew,) 


Te quitts his cell; the a s ſtaff he bore, 


Ind fix'd the ſcallop in his hat before; 
hen with the ſun a riſing journey went, 
edate to think, and watching each event. 
"he morn was waſted in the pathleſs graſs, 
\nd long and loneſome was the wild to paſs 3 1 
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But when the./outhern ſun had warm'd the day, 
A youth came poſting o'er a crofling way; 
His raiment decent, his complexion fair, 
And foft in graceful ringlets wav'd his hair. 
Then near approaching, father, hail ! he cry'd ; 


And hail, my ſon, the reverend fire reply'd ; 
Words follow'd words, from queſtion anſwer 


 flow'd, 5 
And talk of various kind deceiv'd the road, 
Till each with other pleas'd, and loth to part, 
While in their age they differ, join in heart; 
Thus ſtands an aged elm in ivy bound, 
Thus youthful ivy claſps an elm around. 


Now ſunk the ſun ; the cloſing hour of day 
Came onward, mantled o'er with ſober grey; 
Nature in ſilence bid the world repoſe : 

When near the road a ſtately palace roſe : | 
There by the moon, mo! ranks of trees they 

paſs, - 

| Whoſe verdure crowd their doing wes of 
| _ graſs.” | 

It chanc'd the noble maſter of the dome 

Still made his houſe the wand'ring ſtranger's 

home: | 

Yet ſtill the kindneſs, from a thirſt of praiſe, 
Prov'd the vain flouriſh of expenſive eaſe. 

The pair arrive: the liv'ry'd ſervants wait, 


Their Lord receives them at the pompous gate. 
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THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, By 
he table groans with coſtly piles of food, 
nd all is more than hoſpitably good. 
hen led to reſt, the day's long toil they drown, 
eep ſunk in ſleep, and filk, and heaps of down. 


At length” tis morn, and at the dawn of day, 
long the wide canals the zephyrs play : 
reſh o'er the gay parterres the breezes creep, 
nd ſhake the „ wood | to baniſh | 
ſleep. | 
p riſe the gueſts, obedient to the call: 
n early banquet deck'd the ſplendid hall; 
ich luſcious wine a golden goblet grac'd, 
hich the kind maſter forced the gueſts to 
taſte, 
hen pleas'd and thankful, 105 the ain 
they go; | 
nd, but the landlord, none had cauſe of woe; 
is cup was vaniſh'd ; for in ſecret guiſe, 
he younger gueſt PRES; the glitt mY 
prise. 
s one who ſpies a ſerpent in his way, 
liſtning and baſking in the ſummer ray, 
iſorder'd {tops to ſhun the danger near, 
hen walks with faintneſs on, and ler with 
ä 
o ſeem'd the fire ; when far upon the 1 . 
he ſhining ſpoil his wiley partner ſhow'd, 
| i" _ 6 
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He Ropp'd with ſilence, walk'd with tremb- 


ling heart, 
And much he wiſh'd, but durſt not aſk to part: 


Murm'ring he lifts his eyes, and thinks it hard, 


That e actions meet a baſe reward. 


| While thus they” pals, the * his glory 


 __  ſhrowds, 


The changing ſkies hang out their ſable clouds, 


A ſound in air preſag'd approaching rain, 
And beaſts to covert ſfcud acroſs the plain. 

Warn'd by the bgns, the. e N pair re- 

treat, 

To tek for ſhelter at a ling ſeat. 

T was built with turrets, on a riſing ground, 
And ſtrong, and large, and unimprov'd around; 
Its owner's temper, tim'rous and ſevere, 

Unkind and griping, cauſed a deſert there. 

As near the Miſer's heavy doors they drew, 

Fierce riſing guſts with ſudden fury blew ; 

The nimble lightning mix'd with ſhow'rs be- 


And ofer their heads loud-rolling thunder ran. 
Here long they knock, but knock or call in 


5 SAL. ; 
Driv'n by the wind, and batter'd by the rain. 


At length ſome pity warm'd the maſter's breaſt, 
(*Twas then, his OE: firſt receiv d a 


gueſt 0 L 
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5 ereaking turns the door with jealous care, 


1d half he welcomes in the ſhivering pair; 
ne frugal faggot lights the naked walls, 

1d nature's fervor thro? their limbs recalls: 
ead of the coarſeſt ſort, with eager wine, 
ach hardly granted) ſerv'd them both to dine; 
nd when the tempeſt firſt appear'd to ceaſe, - 
ready OY bid them Pre in peace. 


Wich ſtill remark the pond'r ring Hermit 
i 1 
one ſo rich, a life ſo poor and rude; 


nd why. ſhould ſuch, (within himſelf he cry'd) 


ock the loft wealth a thouſand want beſide ? 
ut what new'marks of wonder ſoon took place, 
every ſettling feature of his face! 

Then from his veſt the young companion bore 
hat cup the gen'rous landlord own'd before, 
nd paid profuſely with the precious bowl, 
he ſtinted kindneſs of this churliſh ſoul, 


But now the clouds in airy tumult fly, 
he ſun emerging opes an azure ſky; 

freſher green the ſmelling leaves diſplay, 
nd glitt'ring as they tremble, cheer the day: 


he weather courts them from the poor retreat, 


nd the 1 maſter bolts the wary gate. 
While 
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While hence they walk, the Nane s boſom 
F - wrought _ \ 
With al the travel of uncertain thought ; ; 
His partner's acts without their cauſe appear, 
»Twas there a vice, and d Aa macnefs 
here: 


Deteſting that, and pitying this he goes, 


Loſt and confounded with the various ſhows, 
Now night's dim ſhades again involve the ſky; ] 


Again the wand'rers want a place to lye, 


Again they ſearch, and find a lodging nigh. 
The foil improv'd around, the manſion neat, 


And neither poorly low, nor idly great : 
It ſeem'd to ſpeak its maſter's turn of mind, 


Content, and not for praiſe, but virtue kind. 


Hither the walkers turn with weary et 


Then bleſs the manſion, and the maſter greet: 


Their greeting fair, beſtow'd with modeſt guiſe, 


The courteous alder g's and thus 4 nach - 


Without a vain, 1 a 1 heart, 
To him who gives us all, I yield a part ; 


From him you come, for him accept it here, 


A frank and ſober, more than coſtly cheer. . 


He ſpoke, and bid the welcome table ſpread, 


Then talk*d of virtue till the time of bed, 


When the grave houſhold round his h all repair, 
| Warn's by a bell, and cloſe the hours with 
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At length the world renew'd by calm repoſe 

as ſtrong for toil, the dappled morn aroſe; 

fore the pilgrim's part, the younger crept, 

ar the clos'd cradle where an infant ſlept, 

d writh'd his neck: the landlord's little 
pride, e 

range return! grew black, and gaſp'd, _ 
dy'd. 

rror of horrors! what! his only ſon! 

W look'd our Hermit when the fact was 

done? 

ot hell, tho? hell's black jaws in funder part, 

id breathe blue fire, cou'd more aſſault his 

bert. 5 


Confus'd and ſtruek with ſilence at the deed, 
e flies, but trembling fails to fly with ſpeed. 
is ſteps the youth purſues ; the country lay 
rplex'd with roads, a ſervant ſhow'd the way: 
river croſs'd the path; the paſſage o'er 
Tas nice to find; the ſervant trod before; 
ong arms of oaks an open bridge ſupply*d, 
nd deep the waves beneath the bending glide, 
he youth, who ſeem'd to watch a time to fin, 
pproach'd the careleſs guide, and thruſt him 
in; | 
unging he falls, a6 riſing lifts his head, | 
hen Haſhing turns, and finks among the 
0.” 
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Wild, ſparkling rage loflames the father* 8 


eyes, 


He burſts the bands of fear, and madly cries, 
Deteſted wretch— But ſcarce his 888 be- 


„ e,, 
When the ſtrange partner cem d no | longer 


2 man: 


His youthful face grew more ſerenely ſweet ; 
Eis robe turn'd white, and flow'd upon his 


feet; 


Fair rounds of radiant points inveſt his hair; 
Celeſtial odours breathe thro? purpled air; 
And wings, whoſe colours glitter'd. on. the day, 
Wide at his back their gradual plumes. diſplay. 
The form etherial burſts upon his fight, 


0 dare moves in all the majeſty of light. 


Tho? loud at firſt the Pilgrim's paſſion grew, 
Sudden he gaz'd, and wiſt not what to do; 
Surpriſe in ſecret chains his words ſuſpends, 
And in a calm his ſettling temper ends. 


But ſilence here the beaute ous angel broke, 


(The voice of muſick raviſh' d as ** ſpoke.) 


Thy pray” r, thy praiſe, thy life to vice un- 


known, 
In ſweet memorial riſe before the throne: 2 


Theſe charms, ſueceſs in our bright region find, 


And force an angel down, to calm thy mind; 
Cre FT ned nn For 
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this eommiſſion'd, I forſook the ſky : 
7, ceaſe to T hy fellow ſervant J. 


* em the truth of government diving, 
d let theſe ſcruples be no longer thine. 


The Maker juſtly claims the world he made, 
this the right of Providence is laid; . 

ſacred majeſty thro” all depends 

uſing ſecond means to work his ends: 

is thus, withdrawn in ſtate from human eye, 
e pow'r exerts his attributes on high, 

ur actions uſes, nor controuls your will, 

d bids the doubting ſons of men be ſtill. 


What ſtrange events can ſtrike with more 
ſurprize, 


an thoſe which a firuck thy wond ring 


— 


eyes ? 
t taught by theſe, confeſs th Almighty jut, 
1d where you can't unriddle, learn to truſt! 


The great vain man, who far'd on coſt! y food, 
'hoſe life was too luxurious to be good; 
Tho made his iv'ry ſtands with goblets ſhine, 


nd forc'd his gueſts to morning draughts of 


wine, 
as, with the cup, the graceleſs cuſtom loſt, 
nd fill he welcomes, but with Teſs of coſt. 


The - 


or. 
90 THE FRIENDLY MONITOR, [ 
The mean, ſuſpicious wwretch, whoſe bolted 


| Neer mov'd in duty to the wand”ring poor; 
With him J left the cup, to teach his mind 
That Heav'n can bleſs, if mortals will be kind. 
Conſcious of wanting worth he views the bowl, 4 
And feels compaſſion touch his grateful ſoul. 
Thus artiſts melt the ſullen oar of lead, 
With heaping coals of fire upon its head; 1 
In the kind warmth the metal learns to glow, |} 
And looſe from droſs, the ſilver runs below. 


Long had our pious friend in virtue trod, 
But now the child half-wean'd his heart from 
Child of his age) for him he liv'd in pain, 
And meaſur'd back his ſteps to earth again. 
To what exceſſes had his dotage run? 
But God, to ſave the father, took the ſon. 
To all but thee, in fits he ſeem'd to go, 
(And *twas my miniſtry to deal the blow) * 
The poor fond parent humbled in the duſt, 
Now owns in tears the puniſhment was juſt, 
But how had all his fortune felt a rack, 
Had that falſe ſervant ſped in ſafety bacx? 
This night his treaſur'd heaps he meant to 
. COR 
And what a fund of charity would fail ! 
| Thus * 
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Thus Heav'n inſtructs thy mind: this tryal 


o'er, 
part in peace, reſign and fin 1 no more. 


On . pinions 5050 the 75 with- 
„„ 155 

he ſage ſtood wond'ring as the ſeraph flew, 

hus look'd Eliſha, when to mount on high, 

is maſter took the chariot of the ſky ; 

he fiery pomp aſcending left the view; 

he prophet gaz'd, and wiſh'd to follow too; 


The bending Hermit here a pray'r begun, 
ord ! as in Heav'n, on Earth thy will be done. 


'hen gladly turning, ſought his ancient place, 


ind * a life of piety and peace. 
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